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THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL HISTORY. 


T is an encouraging feature of the times that local history 

) is receiving a share of the attention it justly merits. 

The fact should be clear to every one that local history 

is the A BC of all political and general history, so much 

so that without it the rest is impossible. Napoleon stated 
this fact laconically when the courtier was asking his opinion 
upon the feasibility of writing the history of one of the gen- 
eral’s great campaigns. The warrior looked the embryonic 
historian in the eye and said: “No good history of an army 
can be written without the history of each company and regi- 
ment is written first.” Here the general showed deep fore- 
thought and sagacity, and of that nature that stamps him as 
a man of extraordinary genius. How true the remark is 
and just. 

So no good history of our own beloved state can be written 
until we have first the written annals of her villages and towns 
the companies and regiments that make up the Army of 
Rhode Island. 

It is frequently said that the subjects are “too trifling.” 
Granted ; but it is these ¢rifles that make up the whole. It’s 
the trifles; families and villages that form the towns, and the 
towns that form the counties and finally the state, and the 
states that form our great united nation and glorious republic. 
So it is men only that form the sections, and companies that 
form the battalions and regiments, and the regiments that 
form the brigades, divisions, and these the grand army itself. 

The parallel is good here in formation, and holds equally 
good in dissolution. If a part is not written, or an army not 
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fully made up, the result is seen. If great gaps remained un- 
written, or a large portion is not recruited, it takes no histo- 
rian or military genius to see that the work remains incom- 
plete, and that it cannot do the labor required or expected of 
it in as able or as complete a manner as if every detail in both 
had been fully met and supplied. It now logically follows 
that a state history compared with another wherein these de- 
tails had been more met will be condemned by historians and 
scholars just as surely as one army meeting another better 
supplied will be defeated, material in both cases being equal. 
The trifles in one case, and the men in the other accomplished 
the work. Therefore it stands to reason that we should attend 
to both the trifles and men, if we earnestly desire success. 
Another objection we hear quite often, and frequently put 
in the form of a query,—“ Will it pay to do it?” We ask will 
it pay to go to war and slaughter thousands? Will the glory 
and profits compensate for the tears, anguish, and miseries it 
entails upon the nation and people to win it? If to this you 
say, “Yes, the glory is pay enough;” then we reply, Yes, 
the glory is pay enough for the local h'storian to compensate 
him for the labor he bestows upon his work and, better, he 
leaves none of his fellow creatures the worse for his genius. 
He has no dark side to offer them of desolation, anguish, mis- 
ery, but rather one of pleasure, instruction, beneficence. Ev- 
ery soldier, 7. e., everv one that helps him in his labor is like 
a private soldier entitled to his reward for his part of the con- 
quest according to the importance of the part he took in it. 
We think this comparison is reasonable, and to our mind, 
conclusive. We think we have demonstrated by these re- 
marks that local history is of great importance, yea, of the 
first importance. We will go even further than this and say 
that we honestly believe that if a man cannot afford to own 
but one history, that history should be that of his native town, 
or state. If a town history be well written it is really aston- 
ishing how many new ideas it will draw out of the reader, and 
how much he will see that the historian has neglected to men- 
tion, and that too of matter which the reader thinks of as 
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much, if of not more importance, than some of the topics the 
historian has treated. No doubt this is in many cases true, 
and no doubt the historian was ignorant of these facts at the 
time he wrote. 

We trust it will not be thought egotistical in us to say that 
we concede to the reader his position, and add that this had 
great weight with us in starting our magazine; its columns 
being open it gives these men an opportunity to add their mite 
to the information already obtained, and he who will do this 
will confer a lasting favor upon the historian, the public, and 
posterity. We hope the reader of these remarks will remem- _ 
ber this, and give us notes of this nature and it will truly ren- 
der us a great favor. We wish to firmly impress upon our 
readers this fact, not to neglect these trifles but to treasure 
them; and therefore we trust our readers will aid us in this 
way to the utmost of their power, so that the historian and 
his readers working and moving as one will be enabled in the 
end to achieve a grand victory, and we feel that the victory 
will be worth all the powder and shot wasted to win it. 





HISTORICAL DIVISIONS OF NARRAGANSETT 
HISTORY. 


T can be claimed decidedly that no section of Rhode Island 
can be named where the history of that section divides 
itself so sharply and clearly as that of the Narragansett 
9 Country. A historian can go to work here and write up 

several independent divisions and have each complete in 
itself. Each of these great divisions would be rich in details, 
and worthy the attention of every American historian and 
scholar. In our own researches in the early annals, we were 
surprised at how much could here be gathered, and our sur- 
prise deepened when we ascertained how little this field had 
been worked, and how little had been done to concentrate this 
matter under one publication. The early history of Narra- 
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gansett down to the period of the Revolution would make a 
volume that could truly be called “ National,” and truly merit 
a place in the library of every American historian, and worthy 
of his reading. 

1. The Indian question is indeed a grand one in itself, and 
affects vitally the whole of New England. A volume of ab- 
sorbing interest could be written of the above. 

2. The contest by Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island for the possession of the soil, is another question that 
would be deeply interesting. If this could be written in an able 
manner a flood of light would be thrown upon the peculiar 
characteristics of the Puritans and Early Settlers. 

8. The early white settlers of this section of Rhode Island 
and their annals gives a fine subject for another volume, and 
furnishes a fitting finale to that which had gone before. 

Truly it can be said of the historian who takes these sub- 
jects “That he has chosen wisely.” He has a worthy subject, 
and if ably written he is justly entitled to a measure of 
fame. 

We are daily becoming more and more impressed with the 
importance of this subject, and more anxious therefore that 
it should have that attention which it merits. We decided 
when we started this magazine not to lose sight of our first 
conception to write the Annals of Ancient Kings Towne, 
We realized at the commencement we had chosen a grand 
subject, but we were not aware how far it extended, and how 
important were many of its features, and how national some 
in their character. When these facts dawned upon us we dis- 
covered we had a time work on our hands, that to hurry would 
be to spoil, and not to search as thoroughly as the subject de- 
manded would be a labor to end only in adding another care- 
less and disorderly author to the long list of literary failures. 
We resolved therefore not to neglect an opportunity to add to 
our knowledge on this subject, and not to place our work upon 
the shelves of history until we were in a position to place there 
a work that could remain as one of more or less an author- 
ity. To do this we must take time, and we intend to do so, 
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and to do our work in as clear and as able a manner as the 
talents nature has placed at our disposal will permit. 





THE DESTRUCTION OF OLD RELICS. 


RS. Noyes, of Wickford, related to us the following 
facts which we think should serve to warn even the 
most heedless to refrain from destroying anything of 
an antique order in the future, and serve to remind 
them of the fact that even if utterly worthless to 

them, that there are those who would dearly prize them. Let 
it be a watchword in future in Narragansett not to destroy 
anything ancient in way of papers, books, pamphlets, or any- 
thing else until it has passed the hands of a judicious antiqua- 
rian, and has been condemned by him as worthless. In our 
own experience we often find things that to us are of great 
value, that to the former owner were utterly worthless. So, 
in the future, every reader and friend of this magazine will 
know where there is a man who would delight in having a 
good look. at these antiquities, and will esteem it a high 
honor to have presented to him anything of the nature we 
have mentioned. We are very anxious to obtain the auto- 
graph of any Narragansett character, and any souvenir illus- 
trating in any way a part of our history. With these remarks 
we proceed to relate a few facts to prove how careless people 
can be with old relics when they are even ignorant of their 
own carelessness. 

Dr. James McSparran died in his chair. After his death 
his goods were sold at vendue, and the chair that he died in 
among the other effects. It was bid off by “ Wickham,” John 
Hazard. Mr. Hazard carried it home. It being a very hand- 
some affair he placed it in his best room where it stood for a 
time. There is naturally a dread with some people towards a 
place where a person dies outside of the bed, and this chair 


partook of this feeling. This was far more common in the 
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days we are treating than at present, when we often think peo- 
ple are too careless of these matters. The end was that this 
old chair went to the garret. There it could reason upon the 
perversity of man to its hearts content amid this museum of 
solitude. When the family removed to Westerly the old chair 
was suffered to still remain in the garret. The years fled 
away, and in turn came men who began to inquire into the 
whereabouts of the Dr.’s old friend. Rev. Mr. F. Vinton was 
one. He made enquiries which at first failed to prove effect- 
ual, but the Dr.’s well known determination at length roused 
a member of the Hazard family to go back once more to the 
old homestead ; to revisit once more the old neglected muse- 
um, vide the garret, in order to find the old faithful friend of 
Dr. McSparran. The result was—some one had taken the 
old friend into their keeping! Who had taken it, or where it 
had gone remained a mystery. The regret now often expressed 
is that the thing was not pushed at that time to find the old 
friend. Whether a new search at this late day will reveal its 
whereabouts we know not. From her description we here 
rudely describe it. A very high back chair with top rolled 
over and ornamented; arms more or less ornamented; seat 
rolled under in front; fore legs in imitation of lion paws. 
Whether hind legs corresponded or not she did not remember. 
Material hard dark wood. No leather or other covering. 

We should be highly flattered to receive anything relating 
to this venerable relic, and will consider it strictly confidential 
if so wished. Who can enlighten us? 

The same lady gave us another fact that deeply pained us to 
learn. After the death of Rev. Dr. Fayerweather, Dr. McSpar- 
ran’s successor, his personal effects were sold at vendue, and 
among others a portrait of himself in panel. Query? He 
had two then, as one is now known to be in existence if our 
memory serves us right. The portrait was bid off by Mr. 
Hazard for a nominal sum. Being rather awkward to carry 
he concluded to leave it at the Dr.’s late residence until he 
could carry it home conveniently. When Mr. H. went for his 
picture what did he find? That the children of the house had 
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very innocently set the portrait up on one side of the room, 

and had, placing themselves on the other side, used it as a tar- 

get, and so successfully that they had completely put out both” 
of the Doctor’s eyes, and had so far defaced it that Mr. H. 

declared it worthless to him, and so let destruction finish the 

work so happily begun. 

“ Where ignorance is bliss ’tis folly to be wise.” Another 
fact we learned was that there is a family now living near 
Curtis Corner that has two old portraits or paintings, and that 
one of them does duty for a small fireboard in summer. Can 
any of our Curtis Corner friends inform us who has these 
works of art? If so they can do us a great favor by writing 
us of the fact. 

A further comment is needless. A moral is so clearly 
printed that no one can fail to understand it. The question 
is, shall this thing cease? 





APOSTROPHE TO PETTAQUAMSCUTT. 
By Emma Robinson of Newport, 1785. 





We consider the following fine and spirited lines as beautiful as anything 
yet written upon this charming place.—Eb. 





Lost to youths’ enthusiasm ; 
Lost to all poetic fire; 

The mind must be a lifeless chasm, 
That these scenes do not inspire! 


What’er can warm the imagination, 
Please the eye or charm the ear; 
In enchanting variation, 
Bounteous nature lavished here. 


Here the vast unbounded ocean, 
His majestic billows roll; 
Raising most sublime emotion, 
Lifts and awes the astonished soul. 


There his waves with hope elated, 
Strive the upland heights to gain: 

But like human hopes frustrated, 
Bellow to the distant main. 
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Still with indignation swelling, 
Calls his surges from afar; 

Still repelling and still repelling, 
Rages in continual war. 


Here the waters idly sporting, 
Fondly wooes the grassy shore; 

And more calm recesses courting, 
Than the ocean’s stormy roar. 


Rouse more tranquil joys pursuing, 
Pettaquamscutt steals away; 

Oft his peaceful course reviewing, 
Winds along with sweet delay. 


Lo the raptured eye beguiling, 
How the distant prospect charms; 
Rocks, hills, valleys, meadows smiling, 
Rise secure from all alarms! 


To those the grove his shade opposing, 
Overhangs the peaceful flood; 

Above the towering branches closing, 
Rivals each surrounding wood. 


Pious dove and sweet composure, 
This sequestered gloom inspires; 

While from its secure enclosure, 
Every ruder thought retires. 


Moss erown rocks their heads erecting, 
Heighten still the pleasing gloom; 

And their circling flowers protecting, 
Bid them unmolested bloom. 


Here the birds the sunbeams flying, 
Natures’ inspiration sings; 

Echo to their voice replying, 
Make the neighboring valleys ring. 


This fair spot with partial pleasure, 
Pettaquamscutt’s arms entwine; 

Leaves with pain his favorite treasure, 
Parting feels regret like mine. 


Soon again thy waves returning, 
Shall embrace this blissful shore; 

Fate my fondest wishes spurning, 
Bids me different scenes explore. 
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Follow still your sweet employment, 
Wave ye woods ye ocean roar; 

Ye shall give snblime enjoyment, 
When your Emma is no more! 





THOMAS B. HAZARD’S (“NAILER TOM”) 
JOURNAL, 
From JUNE 21, 1778. 





From the original MSS. Printed by permission of the Red- 


wood Library, Newport. 





Nore.—The reader of this will observe letters and contractions following each day’s en. 
try. These refer to the weather, and read, c, clear. C,cloudy. J, foggy. F, forenoon. 
Aft, afternoon. h.hazy. 7, rain. #, thunder and lightning. ¢, thunder. J, lightning. ¢. 
and. D, day. W,wind. 8,7, e, w, south, north, east, west. sl, el, wi, ni, southerly, 
easterly, westerly and northerly. nw, ne, sw, se, northwest, northeast, southwest, south- 
east. v. variable. mm, morning. 


(Continued from Page 41.) 


Tra Montu. Jury, 1779. 

1st. dr. W,ne. At uncle Clarke’s. 

2d. Candr. W,n. At do. 

3d. c. W,sw. At do. 

4th. c. W,n. Dined at Bailey’s. 

5th. c. W,nw. At Sundry places. 

6th. c. Aft, W, ne. Brought sister Tanner’s goods in a 
fish boat. 

Tth. f, W, sw. Put up the beds and cubboard. Went in 
swiming and to Godfrey’s. 

8th. C. W, n. George went to Providence. Hoed my 
corn with Cuff Torrey. 

9th. r, tl. W, ne. Finished hoeing corn. Carried the brass 
kettle to mend. 

10th. c. W,w. Made hay for cousin Hazard. 

llth. h. W,s. George returned. I staid at home. 

12th. Candr. W, ne. 
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13th. c. W,s. Hoed potatoes for T. Hazard. 

14th. ©. W,se. Made hay for cousin Hazard. 

15th. c. W,sw. Rake hay for do. 

16th. C. W,n. Made hay for do. 

17th. r. W,nw. Made hay for do. 

18th. C. W,n. Went to meeting. Caught a woodchuck. 
19th. c. W,sw. Made hay for T. Hazard. 


20th. c,F. Aft, W, nw. Made hay for cousin Hazard. 
Went to Tower hill for on. Made nails in the night. 

21st. c. W,w. Made hay and poled. 

22d. co. W,w. Made hay for cousin Hazard. 

23d. c. W,w. Raked oats. A boat went into Newport. 

24th. c. W,n. Aft, W,s. 

25th. W.s. Went hukkleberring. 

26th. C. W,ne. Fetched the brass kettle home. 

27th. C. W,ne. Madehay. Aft, W, nw. 
28th. c. W,sw. Made Hog island. Sally lost her bonnet. 

29th. r. W,e. Nickol’s horse broke his leg. Went to 
Godfrey’s and lodged. 

30th. C. W, sw. Went to Providence to help George 
drive sheep. Lodged at T. Arnold’s. 

31st. C. W,n. Went to uncle Clarke’s. Lodged at inn 
in North Kingstown. 


87H Monta. August, 1779. 


1st. t,r. W,sw. Returned home. Mr. Fowler died at 
Tower Hill. 

2d. ©. W,ne. Turned the cow in the lower pasture. 
Plowed the turnip lot. Killed a sheep. 

3d. r. W,ne. Plowed the turnip yard. 

4th. W,sw. Harrowed the turnip yard. 


5th. c. W,sw. Harrowed the do. 

6th. c. W,sw. Went to Tower Hill for charcoal. 
7th. r. W,se. Graded the corner. Made nails. 
8th. c. W,sw. Went to Mr. Brown’s. 


9th. r. W,sw. Finished the hedge around the turnips. 
George brought home Sophie. 
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10th. f. W,sw. Went to the river and Tower hill. 
llth. c. W,sw. Made nails. 
12th. C. W,sw. Went to Boston Neck for butter. 

18th. c. W, sw. Hoed corn for cousin Hazard. Susey 
went to hear brother Champlain. 

14th. c.. W,sw. Hoed corn. Went to Boston Neck for 
shoes Ben made for me. 

15th. c. W,sw. Went to meeting. Went to Tower hill 
for a cart body. 

16th. c. W,sw. Aft,nandr. Hoed corn. 

17th. c. W,e. Went for a load of coal to the pond. 

18th. c. W.e. Went for a load of coal and left it by the 
Friends meeting house. 

19th. h. W,sw. Fetched home the coal and a bushel of 
meal from Rodman’s mill. 

20th. f. W,s. Joseph Hull had a load of coal. 


2ist. ©. W,s. Made a window for the garret. 

22d. ©. W,s. Went to meeting. Went to cousin Haz- 
ard’s. 

23d. C. W,s. Killed a sheep. 

24th. f. W,se. Aft,r. Made nails. 

25th. f. W,se. Susey Hazard and Susey Champlein es came 


9 

here. Made nails and mended the nail tool. 

26th. r. W,ne. The three Suseys went to Boston Neck. 

27th. c. W, n. Made 13 lb. shingle nails. The three 
Susies staid at cousin Hazard’s. 

28th. c. W,se. Raked marsh. Susie came home. 

29th. c. W,s. Went to meeting and to T. Hazard’s. 

30th. c. W,sw. Went to monthly meeting on cousin 
Hazard’s mare. 

31st. C. W,nw. Raked marsh hay. A fleet went into 
Newport of about 40 sail. 


9TH MontH. SEPTEMBER, 1779. 


1st. c. W,w. Made nails. Took buckthorn. 
2d. c. W,n. Made nails. 
3d. Candr. W,s. Puta poultice to my chin. 
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4th. C. W,s. Kept house. 
5th. c. W,nw. My chin very bad. 
6th. c. W,sw. Cut the swelling on my chin. 


7th. c. W, sw. George went to Providence. Stephen 
Hazard cut the old stallion and George’s horse. 

8th. c. W,n. Went to cousin Hazard’s. They began to 
make cider. 

9th. f. m,t. W, sw. Put salve to my chin. Made a 
mouse trap. 

10th. c. W,n. Aft, W,sw. Made cider for cousin Haz- 
ard. George returned home from Providence with Stephen 
Collins. Received a letter from brother Benjamin. 40 sail 
went out of Newport. 

lith. c. W,n. Aft W,sw. Cut corn storks for cousin 
Hazard. 

12th. c. W,sw. A fleet off the west side of Block Island. 


Went a graping. 

18th. C. W,ne. Cut corn storks. 

14th. C. W,ne. Shocked corn storks. Caught a wood- 
chuck. 

15th. C. W,ne. Mended highway. 

16th. c. W,n. Mended do. 

17th. c. W,n. Dug potatoes for cousin Hazard. 

18th. c. W,n.° Dug potatoes for do. 


19th. c. W,sw. Aft W, se. with r. Cotton Parker died 
here. Staid at home. 

20th. c. W,ne. Made nails. 

2ist. c. W, ne. Made nails. Cousin Hazard’s horse 
killed himself jumping over a pair of bars. 

22d. C. W,ne. Brought two sailors off Little Neck. 

23d. C,r. W,ne. Made nails. 

24th. C. W,ne. Went to Worden’s pond for a load of 
wood. Broke a hog’s leg coming back. 

25th. ce. W,sw. Went to Worden’s pond for a load of 
wood. 

26th. C. W,sw. r. Went to meeting. 

27th. c. W,n. Went to monthly meeting and carried 
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sister Tanner behind me. Dined at Friend Peckham’s. George 
bought a mare. 

28th. c. W,wbyn. Raked hay for cousin Hazard. 

29th. c. W,sw. Pulled beans for do. 

30th. c. W,nw. Harvested corn for do. Wrote a letter 
to aunt Clarke. 


10TH Monto. Ocroser, 1779. 


1st. c. W,n. Aft, W, s. Harvested corn for cousin 
Hazard. 


2d. c. W,sw. Harvested corn for do. 

3d. c. W,sw. Staid at home. Shut up the hogs. 
4th. c. W,sw. Dugged our potatoes. 

Sth. r. W,ne. Made nails. 


6th. C,r. W,ne. Made do. Dug potatoes. 

7th. c. W,w. Aft,r. Harvested corn for cousin Hazard. 
The widow Chaatain had her bed and table. 

8th. c. W,nw. Carted rails for cousin Hazard. 

9th. c. W,nw. Made nails. Susey went to her brother 
Champlain’s. 

10th. c. W,nw. Went to meeting. After went to Boston 
Neck to Champlain’s and Godfrey’s. 

lith. C. W,w. Returned. A fleet went into Newport. 
46 sail. 


12th. C. W,sw. Made nails. 

13th. C. W,n. Made do. 

14th. c. W,n. Made do. 

15th. C. W,n. Harvested corn for cousin Hazard. 
16th. C. W,n. Harvested corn for do. 


17th. c. W,w. Went to meeting, and went to Boston 
Neck to Godfrey’s. 

18th. C. W,sw. Harvested corn of ours. 

19th. c. W,nw. Carted home our corn. 

20th. c. W, sw. The light house burnt. Husked our 
corn. 

21st. c. W,ne. Cribbed our corn. 

22d. C. W,se. Went to Boston Neck, and Little Neck 
and lodged at Amos Gardiner’s. 





Se 
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W, sw. Returned with Robert’s horse. Went to 


Samuel Stanton’s in Westerly. 


28d. cc. 
24th. r. 
25th. c. 
26th. c. 
27th. c. 
28th. c. 
29th. c. 
turned. 

30th. c. 
31st. c. 
1st. 


2d. 

3d. 

4th. 
5th. 
6th. 
Tth. 
8th. 
9th. 


Judith. 


W,n. Went to Daniel Rogers’. 

W, sw. The Regulars left Newport. 

W,n. Returned and went to Newport. 

W, ne. Went to see the town. 

W, se. Went to see the town. 

W, sw. Went as far as the light house and re- 


W, sw. Returned home. 
W, sw. Staid at home. 


llth MontH. Novemser, 1779. © 


c. W,nw. Bought a goose. Made horse shoes. 

W, nw. Went to Newport. 

W,nw. Went about town. 

W,nw. Went about town. 

W, sw. Went about town. 

W, sw. Returned home. Stephen went home. 

W, w. Wentto meeting. George went to Providence. 
W,w. Made nails. 

W, w. andr. Made nails. 

10th. W, nw. Made nails. A man drove on shore in Point 


11th. c. W,nw. George returned. Made a pair of bridle 
bits for Mumford Hazard. 
12th. C. W,nw. Killed geese. 
13th. W, nw. Went to Newport round the end of James- 
town, and bought 500 lbs. of iron hoops. 
W, sw. Put the hoops aboard a sloop. 
r,m. W,nw. Bought a gun. 
c. W,w. Returned home. 
Snow. W,ne. George brought home a fat cow. 
C. W,nw. Made nails. 
W,nw. Went to Newport. 
W, sw. Returned home with iron hoops. 
W, sw. Our salt came home. 


14th. 


15th. 


16th. 


17th. 
18th. 
19th. 
20th. 
21st. 
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22d. C. W,w. Shingled the shop. 

23d. W,w. Made nails. 

24th. C. W,nw. George brought home coal. 

25th. c. W,sw. Brown brought a load of coal. 

26th. r, snow and hail. Lost my hat. 

27th. C. W,w. Made nails. 

28th. c. W,n. Staid at house. Put on new shoes. 

29th. c. W,n. Killed the cow. Began to work my ore 
coal. 

30th. C. W,n. Banked up the cellar wall. 


127TH MontH. DecemsBer, 1779. 


1st. W,n. Fetched up the sand from the river. 

2d. R. W,e. Renewed the potatoes. 

3d. W,nw. Went to meeting to hear Sands. 

4th. W,nw. Made nails. 

oth. C. W,ne. Went to meeting. Sands was there. 
A very hard snow storm. 

6th. c. W, nw. Settled with George. 

7th. W,w. Ben went to Providence. 

8th. c. W,w. George went to Newport. 

9th. c. W,sw. Made a shingle nail tool. 

10th. C. W,ne. Made nail tools and hammer. 

11th. C. W,w. Made nails. 

12th. Snow. W,ne. Staid at home. George returned. 

18th. r. W,e. Made nails. 

14th. W,w. Snow. Made do. 

15th. c. W,w. Made do. 

16th. Snow. W,s. Went to meeting. 

17th. c. W,nw. Made nails. 

18th. Snow. W,e. Made nails. 

19th. W, w. Went to meeting. 

20th. W, nw. Pounded out corn. 

21st. W, nw. Helped George mend a spindle for mill. 

22d. W,nw. George went after his hay and staid all night. 
Got out corn. 

3 
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23d. W,w. Finished getting out corn. Went to meeting. 
Ben came from Newport. 

24th. c. W, nw. Killed our hogs. Lodged at cousin 
Hazard’s. e 

25th. W,n. Salted our pork. Elizabeth Stanton staid here 
last night and went home to-day. 

26th. W,w. Went to meeting and went to cousin Hazard’s. 
George went to Newport. 

27th. W, nw. Made nails. 

28th. C. W,e. George returned. He did not go. 

29th. Snow and rain. W, ne. Repacked the pork. 

30th. W,e. Went to meeting. Began to fodder out the 
storks. 

31st. W,w. Carried home Tucker’s nails and cousin Haz- 
ard’s old mare. 

1st Monto. January, 1780. 


1st. c. W,w. Went to Boston Neck. 

2d. ©. W,ne. Went to Newport. Snow in the night. 
3d. C. W,s. A high tide last night. 

4th. oc. W, w. ; 

Sth. c. W,sw. Returned home. Snow in the night. 
6th. Snow. F. W,nw. Made nails. 


Tth. c. W,nw. Very cold. 

8th. c. W,nw. Nowork. Put the hog down cellar. 

9th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Went to cousin Haz- 
ard’s. 

10th. C. W,sw. Went to Jefferey Champlain’s after soap. 

11th. Snow. W, nw. Went to mill. George returned home 
and he and Redwood went to Boston Neck to go to Newport but 
did not go. 

12th. c. W,nw. George returned home, and then went 
to Boston Neck with Amos Collins to go to Newport. Began 
“ Anson’s voyage around the world.” 

13th. c. W,nw. George returned home and did not go. 
Altered my mouse trap. 

14th. c. W,nw. Went to Little Neck with George to fetch 
molasses. 
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15th. c. W,w. Mended my stock and put up a new block. 
Ben came here. George went to mill with a bushel of corn 
on his back. : 

16th. c. W,w. Cold. Rowland Hazard’s four fools went 
up the river and fired at some fowls. George went to Boston 
Neck. 

17th. C. Some snow. W,nbys. Made nails. 

18th. c. W,w. Made nails. George went to Newport. 
Began to fetch milk from cousin Hazard’s ; one quart per day. 

19th. c. W,w. Made nails. 

20th. c and cold. W,nw. Went to Godfrey’s to run shot 
and lodged. 

21st. C. W,sw. Returned home and made nails. 

22d. c. W,w. Made nails. Hooped a tub and pail for 
cousin Hazard, and made a swivel for him. 

23d. c. W,nw. Went to meeting. 

24th. C. W,nw. Began to settle with George before cous- 
in Hazard. 

25th. c. W.n. Went to Little Neck beach for salt, and 
then to B. Neck, and returned home. George staid all night. 

26th. c. W,nw. Settled with George Hazard before cousin 
Hazard. George staid at Tom Champlain’s. 

27th. C. Some snow. Went to meeting. Went to mill. 
George staid all night there. 

28th. c. W,nw. George returned and wént to Newport. 
Made a pair of compound sissors. Went in boat to Newport. 

29th. c. W,nw. Made a shovel for sister Tanner. A ship 
went into Newport. Ice off 2 or 3 miles of the light house. 

30th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Went to cousin Haz- 
ard’s. Returned “ Anson’s voyage round the world ” to cousin 
Thomas. 

31st. c. W,nw. Made nails. 





2p MontH. Fesruary, 1780. 


1st. c. W,w. Made a pair of shoes for cousin Hazard’s 
shoe heels. Stephen’s two sisters came here. 
2d. c.W,w. Made nails. 








100 Narragansett Historical Register. 





3d. c. W,sw. Went to Little Rest and to widow Wil- 
son’s, and bought load of wood. Stephen’s sisters went to 
Tower Hill. 

4th. c. W,w. Got my wood cut. 

5th. c. W,nw. Made nails. Robert settled with George. 

6th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Went to Boston Neck 
to Champlain’s. Stephen’s sisters returned and went to cousin 
Hazard’s. 

Tth. c. W,w. Sledded home my wood. 

8th. C and r. W, ne. Made nails. Lodged at cousin 
Hazard’s. There two nights. 


9th. c. W,w. Made nails. Lodged at cousin Hazard’s. 
10th. C. W,sw. Went to meeting. Stephen’s sister went 
home. 


llth. c. W.w. Made nails. 

12th. c. W,ne. Killed the hog. 

18th. c. W,w. Staid at home. Went a teing on Narrow 
river. George went to Newport. 

14th. c. W,w. Went to the harbor’s mouth a gunning 
and killed one rover. Carried him over to Boston Neck and 
left him. 

15th. r. W,se. Made nails, and mended ladle. 
16th. f and thin. C. W,w. Put irons on toes of Sarah’s 
shoes. ; 

17th. c. W,nw. George returned. Went to help George 
bring a boat round from the south ferry to Narrow river. 

18th. c. W,w. Went to meeting to hear friend Griffeth. 

19th. c. W,nw. Made nails. 

20th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Went to cousin Haz- 
ard’s and carried the nails to lath the house. 

21st. c. W,nw. Ironed Tom’s shoes. Hannah went to 
cousin Hazard’s. 

22d. C. W,e. Storm at night. Made nails. 

23d. C,r,and snow. W,sw. Made nails. 

24th. C. W,nw. Made nails. 

25th. c. W,w. Made nails. 
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26th. C. r. W,s. Carried the cow skin to tann to George 
Willson. . 

27th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. 

28th. c. W,w. Made a planking*nail tool. 

29th. c. W,n. Ben went to Westerly. Hooped tubs for 
cousin Hazard. 


3p Montu. Marcu, 1780. 


1st. r. W, se. George brought home a cow from his 
brother Champlain’s. Made nails. 

2d. C. W,w. Made nails. 

3d. c. W,w. Elizabeth Stanton and sister were here. 
Made nails. 

4th. C. W,w. Worked for George. 

5th. c. W, se. Went to meeting. Sister Tanner went 
to cousin Hazard’s. Mary Nichols was at meeting. 

6th. c. W,sw. Went to George Willson’s to have my 
foot measured for a pair of shoes. Made pair of bridle bits. 
Rover and Lion fought. 

7th. r. W,e. Made nails. 

8th. r. W,s. Made nails. Peckham had nails. 

9th. C. W,e. Aft, r. Made deck nails. Ben came from 
Westerly. 

10th. c. W,s. Caught a weasel. Made nails. 

lith. C. W,n. George went to Newport. Made nails. 
Paid Benjamin all I owed him. 

12th. r. W,ne. Made a weasel cage. Staid at home. 

18th. C. W,n. Made nails. 

14th. C. W,w. Made nails. 

15th. h. W,nw. The weasel died last night. Made nails. 

16th. C. W, ne. George returned home. Made nails. 
Snow storm. 

17th. C. F. Aft,c. Made deck nails for George. Rover 
and Lion bit me. W, nw. 

18th. C, Aft. F,c. W,s. Made deck nails for George. 
Stephen’s mother came here. 

19th. C. W,w. Went to meeting. Opened the cow’s hoof. 
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20th. c. W,w. Made nails for George. 

21st. h. W,sw. Made nails for George. 

22d. C. W, nw. I gave my evidence between Jeffrey 
Champlain and James Robinson. 

23d. C. W, nw. Stephen’s mother went home. Made 
nails. 

24th. r. W,ne. Lent Robert 8 dollars. Made Rubs and 
clinches for Rowland. 

25th. f. W,n. Made nails. 

26th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Aft. went to Thomas 
Champlain’s. 

27th. C,r. W,sw. Puta ring and hooks to cousin Haz- 
ard’s yoke. 

28th. c. W,w. Made nails. 

29th. c. W,w. Delivered Rowland’s corn. 

80th. c. W,n. Made nails for George. Thomas went to 
Leicester. 

31st. Snow. W, ne. Split wood. 


4TH MontH. ApriL, 1780. 


1st. C. W,n. Made nails. 

2d. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Went to cousin Haz- 
ard’s. 

3d. c. W,w. Made nails. 

4th. c. W,ne. Smoke blew by here that came from Rhode 
Island. 

5th. c. W,n. Went to George Willson’s for my Shoes. 

6th. c. W, e. Made a shovel and carried it home to 
Northup’s. 

Ith. c. W,sw. Made nails. Stephen’s sister came here. 

8th. ©. W,s. Ben came from New London. Stephen’s 
sister went home. George went to Newport. 

9th. r. W,se. Staid at home. Stephen bought a cock. 

10th. C. W,w. Made an eel speer. Aft beat dung. 

llth. F,C; Aft. W,sw. Beat dung. 

12th. c. W,w. Beat dung. 

13th. c. W,s. Rolled hoops. 
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14th. c. W,se. Made a chain for Samuel Clarke. Sher- 
man had his nails. 

15th. c. W,s. Made nails. 

16th. C. W, n. Went to meeting. Aft. went to Tower 
hill and got a pocket book. 

17th. Snow. W,n. Made nails for Rowland. 

18th. c. W,w. Made nails. Ben went to Newport. 

19th. r. W,n. Made nails. Foddered cows for Brown. 

20th. C. W,nw. Made nails. do. do. 

21st. c. W, nw. Made nails. Ben came from Newport. 
Received of brother Benjamin 425 dollars to buy a loan office 
certificate. 

22d. ¢ W,w. Ben went to New London. George went 
to Newport. Rover went home with Samuel Sheffield. Made 
nails. 

23d. C. W,nw. Went to meeting. 

24th. c. W,w. Made nails. 

25th. c. W,se. Made nails. Went to Northup’s. 

26th. C. W, ne. George came from Newport. Worked 
for James Congdon. 

27th. c. W,n. Went to George Willson’s. Powell Helme 
died this morning. John Tanner came here. Rover came 
home. 

28th. e. W,se. Made nails. George carried Rover home. 

29th. C. W,sw. Made nails. 

30th. C. W,se. Went to meeting. Cousin Hazard’s cows 
fell into the ditch. 

5TH Monto. May, 1780. 


dst. r. W,ne. Made deck nails for George. 

2d. r. W,n. Carried the widow Champlain’s cow home. 
Lodged at Ben Hazard’s on Boston Neck. 

3d. ©. W,nw. Went to Newport. 

4th. c. W,w. Returned home. 

5th. c. W,sw. Sharpened plow irons. 

6th. c. W,s. Made rudder irons for Benjamin Peckham. 

7th. c. W,s. Went to meeting. Dined at cousin Haz- 
ard’s. <A ship went out. 
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8th. c. W,ne. Made nails. 

9th. c. W,s. Made nails. 

10th. c. W,sw. Made do. Potter brought home a load 
of coal. George brought home two pigs. 

llth. c. W,n. Went to Little Neck. 

12th. c. W,n. Made nails. 

13th. c. W,sw. Made rudder irons. 

14th. c. W,sw. Went to meeting. Went to B. Neck and 
Little Neck. 

15th. c. W,sw. Made nails. George came home. Three 
ships went into Newport. 

16th. c. W,sw. Made nails. Guns fired at. Newport. 

17th. c. Went to Newport with sister Tanner and child. 
W, se. 

18th. c. W,sw. Returned home. 

19th. C, rt F; Aft, f. Very dark about 4 hours.* Made 
nails. 

20th. C. W,sw. Made shoeing for Rowland’s boat keel. 

21st. C. W,sw. Went to meeting. Went to Little Neck 
and gave George Hazard, Rover. 

22d. C. W,sw. F. Made nails. Helped George. Planted 
corn. 

23d. C. W,n. Helped John Wilson shoe a pair of wheels. 
Made rods. 

24th. c. W,n. Made nails. 

25th. c. W, sw. Worked for James Congdon. S. Case 
went to Newport. 

26th. c. W,sw. Made rudder irons for George Hazard’s 
boat. George went to Newport. 

27th. r. W,w. Made nails. Stephen went to mill. Rover 
came home. 

28th. c. W,w. Went to meeting. Dined at cousin Haz- 
ard’s. 

29th. c. W, sw. Made an eel spear. Went eeling. Lodged 
at cousin Hazard’s. 

30th. c. W,sw. Went an eeling. 





* This is the great dark day of 1780.—Eb. 
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31st. c, F. Aft, r. Plowed the turnip yard. 
6TH MontH. JUNE, 1780. 


1st. c. Planted my corn. Washed sheep. Sister Tanner 
came here. 

2d. c. W,n. Hedged the turnip yard. 

3d. c. W,sw. Finished the hedge. Made nails. Aft, 
W, nw. 

4th. C. W,sw. Went to meeting. Aft went to Newport 
with Rowland Hazard. W, nw. 

5th. c. W,sw 2 hours, F. W,nw. Returned home. 

6th. h. W,sw. Made a shovel pan for George. Went 
to Wilson’s for my shoes but they were not done. Sister Tan- 
ner went to Newport. 

Tth. c. W,sw. Went to Henry Case’s for George’s shoes. 
Mary Nichols came here. 

8th. c. W,n. Went to Newport. 


9th. c. W,sw. Went to meeting. 

10th. c. W,sw. Went about town. 

11th. C. W,sw. Went to meeting. 

12th. c. W,sw. Went to meeting. 

13th. C. W,n, F. Aft W,s. Went to Nicholas Easton’s. 
14th. r. W, se. Staid in town. 

15th. c. W,sw. Went to Providence. 

16th. c. W,s. Staid at Uncle Clarke’s. 

17th. C. W,sw. Put sister Tanner’s goods on board the 


boat. 

18th. c. W,sw. Beat down as far as Pawtuxet and re- 
turned back. 

19th. c. W,n. Went to Newport. Stopped at Poppo- 
squash to land boards. Aft; W, sw. 

20th. c. W, sw. Went on board the “Flower” and worked 
the pumps. Sister Tanner began to keep house in uncle 
Clarke’s house. 

21st. c. W,sw. Went about town. 

22d. c. W,nw. Went home. Settled with cousin Haz- 
ard. Hoed corn. 


4 
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23d. c« W, e; Aft. F; W, nw. Seed corn. Put a 
pickerel in the spring. 

24th. r. W,sw. Planted beans. Went to George Willson’s 
and got my shoes. 

25th. W,n. Went to meeting. Gave Rover to Bill Wiil- 
son. Settled with George Hazard. 

26th. W,s. Went to Newport. 

27th. c. W,sw. Went on board the Flower. I was shown 
around on board the friends’ ship. 

28th. f. W,sw. Returned home. 

29th. C. F; Aft, W, nw. Hoed corn for cousin Hazard. 

30th. c. W,e. Hoed corn for cousin Hazard. 


( To be continued.) 





KING PHILLIP’S VISIT TO HIS NARRAGAN- 
SETT FRIENDS. 


——— 


Contributed by Jeffrey W. Potter, Perrysville, R. I. 





These are the paths King Phillip trod, 
Two hundred years ago; 

His war-like foot then pressed this sod, 
Augmenting wars and woes! 


As I stand on this grassy mound, 
Where once a wigwam stood ; 

I look the pleasant scene around, 
And view the fields and wood. 


And think that here our savage King, 
Must stopped upon his way 
Retreating, or his arms to bring 
For conquest, or from fray. 


This ancient site beside his trail, 
Beyond the hills’ low crest; 

Phillip did here his kinsmen hail, 
And staid awhile to rest. 


Below this ruin is a bower, 
Where cooling waters ring; 

Its music must have rung that hour, 
When round it stood the King. 


His eye must o’er these sceneries fell, 
The forest, plain, and stream; 

But history fails the fact to tell, 
His visit.to this scene, 
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A SERMON PREACHED AT THE EXECUTION 
OF CARTER. 


————— 


BY THE REV. JAMES McSPARRAN, D. D., 


Missionary of the Venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and 
Rector of St. Paul's Church, Narragansett. 





* Delivered on Tower Hill, April 14th, 1751, before Thomas 
Carter, a criminal executed for murder, and 
to a numerous congregation. 





Printed by permission of the Register of the Diocese of 
; Rhode Island. From the original Man- 
uscript in his office. 





St. Matthew V, 21.—“ Ye have heard that it was said by 
them of old time thou shalt not kill.” 


Cus precept was no modern one, no new condition ; 
but one of the ancient and standing rules of religion 
from the beginning of the world. It was given to man 

oS by God his Creator and Governor; and the precept 
to Noah about this man, and the renewal of that pre- 

cept, in the written Law of Moses was but a transcript or 
copy of the first original, ye have heard, (saith our Saviour 
to the Jews) ér: ép’pé0y tots afyains that it was said to the 

ancients, or to them of old time, Thou shall not kill; i. e., 

this precept was delivered to the first father of the world, and 

afterwards to your fathers at Mount Sinai in the handwriting 
of God himself, and was often repeated in after years by his 
priests and prophets. 

Tis not my present design to insist upon our Saviour’s im- 
provement of the sense of this law, otherwise than the stating 





* This note we find added on outside of sermon in a different hand which we think must 
have been added by one who had forgotten the date as the criminal was executed May 10, 
and from the reading the sermon seems to convey the impression fully that it was delivered 
just before his execution.—EbiToR. 
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particular cases may lead me to it. But to treat of that which 
all the world are agreed is the meaning of it. As this pre- 
cept is expressed in very few words, it will require the larger 
explication. Because we are certain that in some cases it is 
lawful and needy to kill, and these must be known before we 
can determine wherein the heinous crime of murder consists 
which all men agree to be that sin forbidden by this law, I 
will here endeavor to show. 

1. In which cases it may be supposed that killing is not 
forbidden in this law. 

2. Which the sin of murder, or the killing here forbidden 
is. 

3. Wherein the heinousness of this sin consists. Wherein 
I shall point at some peculiar aggravations of it, and some par- 
ticular sins that usually precede this crime and are certainly 
the occasion of it. In this method I am 

(1). Toshow [ut supra] Life is the Gift of God, which he 
bestows upon us, as a thing sacred, to be preserved for his use, 
and not to be disposed of without his leave and pleasure. It is 
he that breathed into man the breath of life, and being absolute 
Lord of it, there is no question he may resume it, when, and by 
what instruments he pleases. And yet there are crimes worthy 
of death, saith the scripture, and real reason do assure us. Yea, 
such crimes there are as, were they not sometimes punished 
with death, would suddenly dissolve all human society and 
bring the world into such confusion that there would be no 
living among men. And here it may be reasonably presumed 
that killing is not prohibited in all cases. For instance, when 
a magistrate puts an offender to death that is worthy of it in 
regular course of justice, he is not to be charged with the 
breach of this law. He has his authority from God the ‘Su- 
preme Judge and Sovereign Lord of Life and Death. He acts 
as his minister by express commission from him, and is here 
innocent of all the blood he has shed by the sword of justice. 
Herein St. Paul (Rom. 18, 3d and 4th vs.) calls the magis- 
trate “A terror to evil workers;” because, he beareth not the 
sword in vain, being the Minister of God, a revenger to exe- 
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cute wrath upon him that doth evil. Nor hath God only 
given a great commission to seize the forfeited lives of great 
and heinous offenders; but in some cases (as in that of the 
murderer) he particularly commends the exercise of this se- 
verity as a standing rule of equity and justice; For whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed. Gen. 
9,6. And for the same reason killing in the wars, when the 
cause is just, and the war necessary for the preservation of 
the public, is no part of the meaning nor is comprehended in 
the prohibition of this precept; for it is not to be supposed 
that God, who set us kings and governments for our continual 
safety, should restrain them from drawing the sword of war, 
when there is no other means to preserve it. The swords of 
princes are the greatest instruments of Providence in the 
world; and the best and noblest use of them, is the protec- 
tion of their subjects from wrongs, oppressions, and violence, 
in the enjoyment of all the blessings of this, and the advanta- 
ges for a better life which the bounty of heaven hath enriched 
them with. And here our Savior never went about to tye up 
the hands of Sovereign Princes or States from the use of 
this sharp and last remedy in a just and needy case; nor was 
the Gospel ever accused for being an enemy to the Throne on 
this account. There being no tribunal upon earth high enough 
to decide differences between independent Governments and 
Nations. It is a natural and strong presumption when all 
amiable ways of peace and reconciliation fail, that God ap- 
proves of the injured parties appealing to him, in a field of 
war, as the Supreme Judge and Guardian of Right and Inno- 
cence. And by consequence, whoever serves in a lawful war 
is not forbid to kill the enemy of his Prince and Country be- 
fore quarters. He is in this case a Minister of Justice, being 
invested with authority from God to whom vengeance belong- 
eth. These are public cases in which the authority of God 
over the life of man is manifestly derived immediately to the 
Sovereign, and by him delegated to inferior dispensers of 
justice. 

Besides these it is reasonably presumed that when a private 
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person is desperately assaulted, and in needy defence of his own 
life takes away the murder. He hath done nothing against the 
intent of this law. Every man hath a right to defend the life 
God hath given him, against him, that shall by unjust, or illegal 
violence wrest it from him. This also, as life itself is the gift 
of God. Itis a debt we owe to the Lord and Giver of life, to keep 
it for his service till he is pleased to call for it ; which he never 
does by the hand of a murderer. And here when one is re- 
duced to the extremity, he can neither fly to the protection of 
the Magistrate, nor escape with his life, without taking the 
life of him that assaulted him, if the aggressor wish in his 
wicked enterprise, his blood will not be required at the self- 
defenders’ hands. *Tis better for the public to lose a bad, 
than a good and useful member. And when the case is such 
that one of them must fall by the others hand, ’tis reasonable 
to suppose that both God, and his vicegerents on earth do 
agree in the same choice, and by a virtual commission em- 
powered the innocent assaulted person to execute their ven- 
geance upon the guilty, and to slay the invader rather than 
be murdered by him. And this I-think is the sense of our 
own as well as the Roman Laws. The latter allowed the 
killing of a thief in the day time, si se telo defendu it; i. e., 
if he offered to use his weapon, and much more may be pre- 
sumed upon the lawfulness of saving our lives when we are 
assaulted with a mortal violence. Especially when it is evi- 
dent, after all our care to prevent and escape it, that unless we 
immediately make the mortal return, there is but a moment 
between us and death. These are, | think, all the ordinary 
cases in which it is lawful to take away the life of man. 
There is one indeed, of a more heroic nature, which has fair 
pretense to the like immunity from this law. As when a man 
is cast into such, (?) that either he must yield up the life of 
his dear friend, (that is as his own soul,) or save it by taking 
away his enemies from him. But this case is liable to such 
infinite abuses and variety of (?) that as the tenderness of our 
laws in this manner shows the wisdom of our lawgivers, so it 
is perhaps the best light it can be given to it. 1 confess it is 
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a point too intricate for me too explain; and here, as I am 
not able to I will not attempt to speak clearly or decidedly 
upon it. However, this I will venture to suggest from God’s 
word, and the nature of human society; that when two men 
go into the field, ¢ravel, or walk on the road together they are 
bound to be keepers, and mutual protectors and helpers of one 
another, so much as this comes to, seems implied in God’s en- 
quiring of Cain what had become of his brother Abel, and 

vain understood it so; but because it was resolved to quell 
his crime, so neither would he quite confess that he was his 
brothers’ keeper, nor accountable to him. But it appears he 
was both; and which I cannot pass without taking notice of 
on this occasion is, that that Targum of Jonathan, which is a 
commentary on the Hebrew Bible, gives it as an opinion that 
Cain fixit lapidem in fronte Abelis, ¢. e.; struck his brother 
in the head with a stone. But however that be, certain I am 
that which I have advanced about the mutual help, protection, 
and assistance reciprocally due to one another from two that 
walk or work together, or by any way fall into each others’ 
company is an undoubted truth; because the wife, man tells 
us (Eccl. 4, 9,) that two are better than one, for the reasons 
following in the next three verses the cast of which looks like 
a key to the difficulty I just now declined unlocking. Which 
I have suggested were not so; ’twere better to be alone than 
in company. Well had it been for the unfortunate (but we 
now hope happy) Jackson had he been alone, or in better 
company; and happy too had it been for the criminal Carter, 
had he lost his life by defending rather than disgracefully de- 
liver it up for destroying instead of protecting his friend and 
benefactor; and now I aim— 

(2). To show which the sin of murder or the killing here 
forbidden us. By what has been said it is easy to apprehend 
that this law prohibits the bereaving of our neighbor of his life 
without authority, justice, or needy enforcing it, the instances 
of which are, when a man of his own motion compasses the 
death of another in a wilful, treacherous, avaricious, revenge- 
ful, or sportive manner; or when he is accessory to it, and 








= a Rey eee eS 














112 Narragansett Historical Register. 





the investigation of any person not invested with competent 
authority, whether it be done to gratify malice, increase wealth, 
cover shame, to heal what we call dishonor, or with respect to 
any genuine satisfaction, or advantage to ourselves. Whither 
we do this by our own assault and violence, or by secret and 
malicious craft under cover of religion and law; in the face 
of the sun, or under the mask of night. Whither immedi- 
ately by ourselves, or by procurement of wicked instruments ; 
by perjury, or poison, by false suggestions, evil counsels, or en- 
ticements; or any other means or methods tending to untimely 
death or destruction of our neighbor. This is the sin of mur- 
der, directly forbidden in the sixth commandment. The first 
and immediate design of which is to preserve the life of our 
neighbor; which of all other blessings is the dearest to him, 
and ought to be highly valued, because all the rest of his en- 
joyments and advantages of doing good in this world depend 
upon it. Now it must be supposed that God, who forbids the 
killing of our neighbor, and does expressly command us to 
love him as ourselves, does by consequence also forbid the 
killing of ourselves. We have no more power over our own 
than over the lives of other men. Have we not all one Fa- 
ther? Hath not one God created us? Mal. 2,10: and hath 
he not created us after his own image? The preservation of 
which in man is the manifest end and intention of this com- 
mandment, which every one breaks that murders either him- 
self or his neighbor. 

The 3d thing to be considered is the heinousness of the sin 
of murder. It is severely condemned by the voice of God 
and man as one of the highest strains of wickedness and in- 
humanity; and it is indeed a crime of the largest size, and 
the highest provocation of any against the second Table of 
the Law. The very relation of the fact strikes every innocent 
breast with sorrow, and rises a mighty indignation against the 
murderer. Meanwhile his own conscience pursues him; and 
whithersoever he flies his accuser, witness and Judge are with 
him, and the Altar is no Sanctuary to him. For God, who is 
greater than his conscience, hears the dreadful story of his 
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sin strongly importuning him to hasten down his vengeance 
upon him. We have an instance of this in the first account 
of this kind that ever was committed. “The voice of thy 
brother’s blood,” (saith the Lord to Cain), “ crieth to me from 
the ground.” Gen. 4,10. And ’tis observable how quick and 
severe an answer it received. 11th and 12th vs. “And now 
art thou cursed from the Earth; a fugitive and a vagabond 
shalt thou be upon it.’ Nay, the malignity of this sin is such 
that it defiles the land where it is committed, and leaves a 
guilt upon it that is not to be expiated but by the blood of the 
murderer. For this reason. No sanctuary was provided for 
him in Israel; and if he fled to any of the Cities of Refuge, 
he was to be taken there by the especial commandment of 
God, and immediately given up to Justice. “ Thou shalt take 
him, saith God, (Exod. 21, 14,) “from mine altar that he may 
die.” And on this account God is said to make “ inquisition 
for blood; vs. 9-12; 1. e., to search out the shedder of it, and 
to drive him out of all his refuges till he fall into the hands 
of his inexorable justice. Now since this is so terrible an 
outcry against the murderer; now since heaven and earth are 
so highly incensed against him, and so much concerned to 
punish him, there must be more than ordinary malignity and 
provocation in the sin which calls so loud for so solemn a 
vengeance. And wherein this consists will appear by the least 
glance at our rights in this particular. 

(1). This sin bids defiance to the Majesty and Authority 
of God, and in the consequence of it directly tends to ex- 
tinguish his government in this world. It snatches the sword 
of justice out of his hand and employs it in the destruction of 
his subjects contrary to his declared will and most sacred pre- 
rogative. “Every time this sin is punished in its kind, two at 
least of his subjects are cashiered out of the land of the liv- 
ing and kingdom he hath founded among men. 

(2). It is a peculiar affront to the condition of nature, as 
it defaces the image of God in man on which account it is the 
highest sacrilege. It robs God of the creature which he hath 


appointed to represent him in this lower world, which ap- 
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proaches the nearest in perfection to him, being made for his 
own society, and of all his works, hath the holiest resem- 
blance of divinity upon him. And here when God pronounced 
sentence upon the murderer, Gen. 9, 6, saying, “whoso shed- 
deth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed,” he assigns 
his reasons for it; “for in the image of God made he man.” 

(8). Murder is an act of excessive mischief and cruelty to 
our neighbor; the utmost wrong that violence can do him. 
Life, besides the natural sweetness of it, is the foundation of 
all other blessings, which we do or can enjoy in this world. 
It also gives us a blessed opportunity, (and the only one we 
can have) of laying a good foundation for eternal life. And 
here it must be an inconceivable damage to be wrongfully de- 
prived of so vast a benefit, and hurried out of so dear an en- 
joyment. To be stripped naked to our very being and essence, 
and turned out without preparation into an amazing eternity. 
This loss can never be repaired, or so much as compounded, 
unless we could count the years of eternity, or had certain 
knowledge of the future state of man, and were sure Heaven 
stood always open as a Sanctuary-to those whom some men 
(infernally inspired by the Devil, the God of that world with 
the spirit of malice, avarice, or other madness) were resolved 
should not live upon earth. 

(4). Murder is an injury of vast extent in reference to the 
public. Itis the grief of all men who have any bowels, or tender- 
ness of natural intuism, and a signal prejudice to those who are 
in authority. The Prince is hereby deprived of a subject, and 
his power of life and death violently invaded and ravished 
from him. His laws, the security of man’s life and property 
are broken and condemned. The public peace, his peculiar 
charge and province is interrupted and violated. Evil men, 
so long as the murderer lays concealed, or, in case he escapes 
the law, are encouraged by his example to the like cruel and 
destructive practice. This crime creates a fear and diffidence 
among men, and makes them shy and distrustful of one 
another’s company. Besides all this, murder many times 
proves the ruin of a worthy and useful family; and where 
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the head of a family is taken off it wretchedly makes a woman 
a widow and her children fatherless, and, if aggravated with 
robbery, sends them out into the wide world to beg, that they 
may not starve. At last and lowest, it lops off branches that 
might bear good fruit, and is an injury every way to the pub- 
lic peace and security of mankind. 

(5). If we look to the rise and career of this crime there 
are some of the greatest vices which blacken, reproach, and 
villify human nature. The most constant and visible causes 
of it are covetousness, which the Scriptures tell is the root of 
all evil and the counterpart of idolatry. Lust, the more of 
shame, excessive pride and envy which resteth not unless it 
causes some to fall. Prov. 4,16. A cruel, desperate, mali- 
cious and revengeful temper fomented with hellish rage and 
unpitying fury. Such are the vices which prompt and initiate 
men to this savage and unnatural wickedness. Now nothing 
is more contrary than this to the kind, meek, charitable spirit 
of the Gospel, nor more unlike the temper of our blessed Sa- 
vior, nor more contrary to his gracious design in coming into 
the world, his pacific doctrine and example to it, and his most 
charitable and obliging manner of leaving it. This is a true 
indictment of the sin of murder, which shows it to be a most 
_ monstrous and heinous crime. A notion entirely and ex- 
tremely evil, without the least shadow of a good circumstance 
about it. For one who has heard of, or professes to believe in 
Christ, and to be a disciple of the cross, to be guilty of it is, 
as it were, under his own hand (the fatal instrument of the 
horrid fact), to renounce all right and title of the merits of 
that Jesus who for our sakes suffered upon it. But I promised - 
under this head to point at some peculiar aggravations of this 
evil, and some particular sins that especially precede this 
crime and are certainly occasions of it. I have just named 
some of them, but I will be more large and particular, and 
here — 

(1). I beg it may be seriously considered, and with lamen- 
tation laid to heart, that murder is the highest act of injustice 
one man can commit against another, since no equivalent can 
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be given to a man for his life. But the depriving him of life 
is not al/. He may have been in an unprovided and disordered 
condition with respect to the state of his soul, when he was 
smote with the fist of wickedness, and received his death 
wounds. By which means he that caused his death may also 
occasion his damnation. The best men are not always on 
their guard, nor their lamps ready trimmed to meet their 
Lord at a sudden, unexpected call. I am sure the most watch- 
ful Christians have reasons to pray to God that he would de- 
liver them, (as we have prayed in the Litany) from falling in 
battle, by murder, or any violent, sudden death. Have they 
not need to pray that they may have time to compose their 
minds, prepare their accounts, and put themselves in the best 
posture they can. Remember, and be thankful to God thou 
unhappy man that thy tender mercy to thy friend was so cruel 
as not to allow him five minutes to prepare for his. Yet God 
has inspired your judge with so much tenderness towards your 
soul as to allow you full five weeks from your sentence to pre- 
pare for your death. O that God would give you Grace to 
employ your time to your best purpose! Alas, what a cutting 
consideration is it for a man in perfect health to be surprised 
out of this world by a sudden and violent stroke, and to find 
himself at the bar of God without previous warning or notice! 
This, though he may'be a good man, (and ’tis to be hoped 
God makes merciful allowance for such unfortunate persons,) 
yet it is a sad consideration to the person that commits the 
murder upon him. It is enough to gird his conscience and 
cut asunder his very heart strings. There are other considera- 
ble circumstances which heighten the guilt of this crime, and 
vary and are aggravated according to the peculiarities of the 
murderer and the person murdered; as the murder of persons 
in high and public stations, whither ecclesiastical, civil or 
military ones, is more highly aggravated than producing the 
death of persons more inferior and less useful in their genera- 
tion. It is also a higher offence to give a violent death to a 
person who has many and great dependencies upon him, when, 
by his death, a helpless, it may be, and a weak, woman is 
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thereby made a widow, and a number of small children fa- 
therless, than had the man been singe, or childless. And it 
is an addition to this if, by being engaged in trade, the inter- 
ests of other families and friends are embarrassed and per- 
plexed by the sudden death of the murdered man. 

It is still a further and inhumanment of the crime when the 
murderer is under any especial obligation of love, fidelity, obe- 
dience, or gratitude to the person assaulted and whose life is 
taken away. This is the case of a child naturally murdering 
his parent or master, to whom he owed love, obedience, and 
defence. It is also the case of a professed friend murdering 
his real one, his benefactor, of whom he received undeserved 
favors and good offices. A crime of this kind admits of no 
excuse, and is a baseness above all aggravation. Of a public 
robber, an open and avowed enemy, we expect ill usage, but 
who can suspect or excuse the professed friend? David, in 
the 41st Psalm 9th verse, complains of it as an aggravation of 
his grief and affliction, and as an accusation to his crime that 
was guilty of conspiring against him that he was not an open 
enemy, but a professed friend; his words are, “Mine own fa- 
miliar friend whom I trusted; who did also eat of my bread 
hath laid great wait for me;” or, hath left up his heel 
against me, as the new translation hath it. Hear my dear 
friends, and you the unhappy cause of our meeting here; I 
say hear the dolorous complaint of the man after God’s own 
heart upon the ungrateful and barbarous usage he received in 
return for friendship and fayors. You have it in the Psalms 
55; 12th, 18th and 14th verses. For it was not an enemy 
that hath done us this dishonor, for then I could have borne 
it, neither was it he that hated me, yet did magnify himself 
against me, for then peradventure I would have hid myself 
from him. But it was thou, even thou, mine equal, my guide 
and mine acquaintance; thou whom I thought I had gained 
to be my fast friend, with whom I walked familiarly, and as I 
imagined -securely. "T'was thou that put forth thy hands 
against me, and whilst J was at ease with thee brakest the cov- 
enant of safe conduct and friendship that was betwixt us. 
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And whilst you hear the heart breaking complaint of the 
abused Psalmist, the party of the case makes you imagine you 
hear the dolorous voice of Jackson’s blood in these, or bitterer 
accents than these —even in accents of distress above descrip- 
tion. It is upon account of the heinous nature of this crime 
which yet receives a mighty addition of guilt from this, or the 
like (?) attending it, yet the Providence of God so seldom if 
ever suffers it to escape with impunity. ’Tis on this account 
that the blood of an innocent person is said by a peculiar and 
emphatical phrase in Scripture, “tu cry to Heaven for vengeance 
Jrom the ground,” and ’tis on this account that (Deut. 19, 
10) ’tis said to the charge of a whole nation that, a murderer 
was not to have Sanctuary at the Altar, nor in the Cities of 
Refuge; but the Elders of said City could send and fetch him 
thence, and deliver him unto the hand of the avenger of blood, 
and yet their eye should not pity him. Deut. 19; 12th and 
13th verses. 

The provoking nature of this crime is such that all history 
is full of the wonderful and surprising discoveries which the 
Providence of God has made of it, and which to all consider- 
ate persons are of themselves an undeniable and genuine proof 
of a God and his Providence. That constant saying that mur- 
der will out seems to have been a maxim of the most rude 
and illiterate, as well as the civilized nations. "T'was upon 
this received notion that the barbarous people of Melita, (now 
called the island of Malta), when (Acts 28-2) they saw a vi- 
per upon Sf. Paul’s hand concluded that he was a murderer, 
when though he had escaped the sea, yet the vengeance of God 
would not suffer him to live. Surely a crime thus monstrous 
can’t but gall and wound to the quick the heart of the guilty, 
if that heart be not hardened beyond the hardness of the ne- 
ther millstone. What a dismal thing for the murderer, (in- 
deed for any great and heinous sinner) to be under the appre- 
hension of being forever excluded the Kingdom of Heaven; 
of being eternally banished from the presence and sight of 
that glorious God in whom alone we can find that rest and 
happiness which nature and self love so irresistibly prompts 
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us to pursue. To think of being put under an endless and 
fruitless despair of ever seeing light; of having any union 
with God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; with Angels, or 
the spirits of just men made perfect. Such cutting considera- 
tions as these (and they are such as naturally arise to.a bloody 
and guilty mind,) are very terrifying and dreadful, so dread- 
ful that in the convenient opinion of the Fathers and School- 
men the pains of loss exceed the pains of sense. 

O Eternity! What an awakening and confounding consid- 
eration art thou to a galled and guilty spirit? Who can find 
the bounds or the bottom of this Depth of Eternity, that is 
immense! <A drop of water compared to the ocean; A grain 
of sand to the wide beach bears no resemblance or proportion 
to it. When we reflect upon this; when to the idea of misery 
we join that of Eternity, and yet we are always walking upon 
the brink of it, and in danger every moment, and by a thous- 
and unforseen accidents to be pushed into it, how can a sinner 
while his guilt is yet fresh in his mind and unrepented of, but 
be perplexed and dismayed at the consideration of it, espec- 
ially one whose prospect of death is near and certain by a due 
execution of justice upon him in this world. 

The best men can’t always so far free themselves from un- 
certain doubts and scruples, but the thoughts of standing in 
Judgment before a just and omnipresent God are sometimes 
very terrifying and uneasy to them. So that even under the 
comfortable and well grounded hopes of God’s pardoning 
power over their sins through the merits of Christ they re- 
joice, but it is with trembling. No wonder then that great 
sinners, whose repentance is but beginning, and have not had 
any long trial of it, be under difficulty and anxiety of mind. 
Seneca, speaking of wicked men, lays it down as a maxim, 
Tantum metuant quantum nouent: that is, their fears arise in 
proportion to the quality and degree of their guilt. The best 
men can’t think of the terror of hell without some dread; 
what then alas will it be to the wicked and impenitent eter- 
nally to endure them? I add of impenitents; yea, 1 would not 
represent the final state of the most bloody and desperate sin- 
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ner as absolutely desperate and hopeless. Sincere, hearty, 
thorough, ingenious and true repentance has doubtless trans- 
lated from the block, the gibbet, and the gallows many male- 
factors to Heaven, as we are sure it did the penitent thief 
from the Cross. Even murder from avarice, or malice pre- 
pense, that admits the least mitigation, may yet be repented 
of and forgiven. There is mercy enough in God the Father, 
and merit enough in the blood of the Son, to cover the most 
atrocious crimes. The wrong murder of the Son of God was 
capable of pardon and expiation; else our Savior had not be- 
sought his Father to forgive those that imbued their hands in 
his blood. But still the remorse and repentance, and applica- 
tions by faith to Christ’s purifying and pardoning blood, must 
rise in proportion to the nature (?) of men’s crimes and vil- 
lanies. They that have sinned much must sorrow much. But 
over and above these things, evermore sinners have shame and 
suffering to encounter; but as it is terrible to other considera- 
tions I shall pass it by. The 

2d thing I am to do is to point at some particular sins 
that usually precede and often are the occasions of the 
crime. The first I shall name is Covetousness which I named 
before, but shall now enlarge upon it alittle. Covetousness is 
an immoderate avarice and desire of wealth. St. Paul tells 
us: 1 Tim. 6; 9,10; the minds devoid of contentment, and 
racked with inordinate reachings after riches, become an easy 
prey to temptations of the worst kind. For when he wished 
men to be content with food and raiment, (which. an honest 
and moderate industry can always command,) he enforces the 
advice by subjoining that which yet will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts 
which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil; which while some have cov- 
eled after they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows. Solomon also tells us in 


Prov. 28; 20, That a faithful man shall abound with bless- 


ing's, but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent. 
To omit other evils, a too eager pursuit of wealth exposes 
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men too; we sometimes see it puts them upon secret thefts. 
Upon robberies and barbarous murders; and very often all 
used in complication. Surely then the man who has so keen 
an appetite for riches, that rather than miss them he will wade 
through the blood of his neighbor or benefactor to get them, 
and risk his reputation, his life, his soul and his all to put 
himself in possession of them, cannot be innocent. He is the 
guiltiest of the sons of men; and all owing to insatiable ava- 
rice. Hence my dear brethren flee these things; take heed and 
beware of covetousness, the mother of many mischiefs, and 
this sin among the rest. But 

2d. Because I can’t point to, nor expatiate on every 
particular, let me earnestly caution you against anger, malice, 
and revenge, which too often end in murder and bloodshed. 
Against revelling and drunkenness, which opens a door to 
this and other evils. Love worketh no evil, whereas malice 
and hatred indulged and cherished produces confusion and 
every evil work, and murders among the rest. A malicious is 
a murderous frame of mind, in our Savior’s account; and 
“He that does not Jove but hates his brother is a murderer,” 
saith St. John. How many many men have been murdered in 
cold blood by malice; and how many in hot blood by sudden 
anger, and in drunken revels! 

Beware, my brethren, of profuseness and prodigality which 
reduce men to poverty and want. If this poverty is attended 
with a pride, or idleness that is unused or ashamed to beg or 
dig, it often opens the way to murder. Such will be tempted 
to open their neighbors’ veins of their best blood, that they 
may the more securely dive into their pockets undiscovered. 
For God’s sake let us beware of small sins, that are always in- 
troductory to great ones! And, as we should exert ourselves 
to withstand all temptations, especially such as lays us open 
to flagrant evils, let it be also our daily prayer to God to pre- 
serve us from doing or suffering violence; and that, as from 
sin and judgments in general, so from battle, murder and sud- 
den death in particular, he would most graciously deliver us. 


I hope I need not repeat to you now what I inculcated upon 
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you heretofore, as needy preliminaries to your repentance, viz: 
Restitution and confession. You have done something that 
way, but if God and your conscience bear witness against you 
that you have not been frank and full enough, let me once 
more in the words of Joshua to Achan, who stole the Baby- 
lonish garment, some silver and some gold, (Joshua 7; 19) 
conjure you to reveal and unburden your conscience from the 
very last remains of the secret load, that hitherto has given 
you so much uneasiness and distress. My son I pray thee give 
Glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto 
him and tell me now what thou hast done, hide it not from 
me. You can do nothing that will redound to your honor 
among men, nor to recommend you to the pardon and mercy 
of God more than fully to confess and freely to restore. 

A great deal you have done that can’t be repaired; and here 
you should make the more conscience of doing all you can. 
This, with a very deep repentance and faith in Christ’s blood, 
may, and I hope wild recommend you to a salutary share in 
the merits of that blood, which alone can cleanse your soul 
from its foulest stains; to the merits of which blood, and the 
powerful intercessions of him that shed it; to that unbounded 
mercy of the Father, and the saving influence of the Holy 
Spirit, we commit and commend you. To which Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, three persons but one God, be assembled 


Almighty, Majesty and Union henceforth and forever — Amen. 
Consider, &c. 


O most just and Holy Lord God, who bringest to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and by thy just and wise Provi- 
dence dost bring sin to light disappointing the hopes of wicked 
men, and bringing them to shame and punishment; visiting 
their sins upon them in this present life, that thou mayest 
deter others from the evil of their ways and save their souls 
in the Day of our Lord Jesus. O Lord! Look down upon 
this unhappy, poor man, who needs thy pity and thy pardon. 
He confesses with sorrow and shame that it would be just 
with thee, should death eternal be the wages of his sins, and 
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everlasting sorrow the recompense of his iniquities. He bit- 
terly bewails the neglect of thy worship, a lewd and a very ill 
spent life; and has no reason to expect any other than to be 
made an everlasting sacrifice to thy justice. As he has 
stopped his ears, and slighted thy admonitions; O! how just 
here would it be in thee to stop also thine ears, and refuse to 
hear him in this day of trouble, when distress and anguish 
are come upon him? Lord, he acknowledges he has hardened 
his heart, and gone on from one wickedness to another; that 
he has broken his baptismal vows and engagements, and there- 
by given occasion and encouragement to the enemies of our 
most holy faith, to blaspheme and speak ill of it. And yet 
here on these accounts he has nothing justly to expect, but 
that thou shouldst deal with him according to his sins, and 
reward him according to the nature and multitude of his offen- 
ces! But thou, O God! hast been pleased to declare that with 
thee is mercy and plenteous redemption. That thou willest 
not the death of a sinner, but rather that he should repent and 
live. Thou hast so loved the world, that thou gavest thy 
only begotten Son, that whosoever would believe in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. Oh! let not him whom 
we are now commending to thy mercy forever perish and be 
lost. Though he be one of the chief of sinners, yet for thine 
own sake who delightest in showing mercy ; for thy dear Son’s 
sake who came on earth on purpose to call sinners to repent- 


ance, and shed his blood for the remission of their sins, have 


mercy upon this poor (and as we hope) penitent person that 
owns he deserves both the first and the second death. Pardon 
and forgive him, and let him find mercy in his time of need. 
Pardon we entreat thee his earlier and later sins, his willful 
and heedless follies, his errors, and his crying and notorious 
sins, and particularly that crime of a scarlet color, and crim- 
son dye, for which he is soon to undergo the pains of temporal 
death. O Lord! thou God of mercy, who art abundant in 
goodness, have mercy upon the work of thine own hands. 
Look not on him as he is polluted with his own sins, and as a 
partaker with others in their sins: but look upon him through 
Christ’s merits who came to take away the sins of the world. 
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Whatever he suffers here let him be blessed hereafter among 
those whose unrighteousness is forgiven and whose sin is cov- 
ered. However men may (in the execution of justice, and to 
deter others from being guilty of the like wickedness) kill his 
body; let neither his body nor his soul be destroyed in hell, 
but let both be eternally saved for Jesus Christ’s sake, who 
died to save sinners— Amen. 

We become petitioners to thee our gracious God, in his be- 
half, that the many repeated aggravations of his presumptu- 
ous sins may not stop the influence of thy favor, grace, and 
spirit, and assign him over to eternal damnation; but that he 
may lay hold of universal pardon proclaimed to sinners by 
Jesus Christ: and may be freed from the malice and power 
of Satan, by virtue of the ransom paid by the lover of souls. 

O Almighty and everlasting God! Who hatest nothing that 
thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are 
penitent; create and make in this person a new and contrite 
heart, that he, worthily lamenting his sins, and acknowledging 
his wickedness, may obtain of thee, the Lord of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness through Jesus Christ our 
Lord— Amen. 

O Lord, we beseech thee absolve him from his offences, that 
through thy bountiful goodness he may be delivered from the 
eternal punishment due to all the sins he has committed. 
Grant this O Merciful Father! for Jesus Christ’s sake, our 
blessed Lord and Savior — Amen. 

Dear Lord, have compassion on this object of pity, who is 
sensible of the vileness and the heinousness of his sins, and 
as he so desires, so do thou help him from the heart to repent 
of them, with repentance which thou will not reject. En- 
courage every good motive in his mind, which thy blessed 
spirit hath excited in it, and bring him to such a state of con- 
trition for sin, and reliance on Christ, as through his merits 
may qualify him for a state of glory hereafter. And graut 
that he, who for his evil deeds deserves to be punished, by the 
comforts of thy Grace may be manifestly relieved, and by the 
all sufficient merits of thy Son be eternally saved through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior—Amen. 
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THE SETTLEMENT OF WESTERLY. 





Contributed by Rev. Thomas Barber, Westerly, R. I. 


CHE first settlement of Misquamicut, now Westerly, by 
>) white people was made by John Babcock, son of James, 
Jun., and Mary, only daughter of Thomas Lawton, a 
merchant, all of Newport, R. I., on the east side of 
Pawcatuck river, about two miles from its mouth, in 
the spring of 1658, reaching it in a small open sail boat. 
This elopement and heroic adventure was caused by the 
stormy and persistent opposition of Mary’s father to her mar- 
riage of John, a poor farmer boy with whom she was deeply 
in love. To have him, though possessed of good sense and 
good habits, and a lover of industry, would be, her parents and 
friends thought, lowering her dignity and position in life, and 
subject herself to toil and unknown hardships of a farmer’s 
life to which she was unaccustomed. Mary listened respect- 
fully to her father and friends, but all the arguments they 
could use and promises they could make, with added threats, 
could not cause her to take back the sincere and solemn pledge 
made and given to John. It was now too late, for love like 
theirs may well laugh at threats and defy bars and bolts, for 
Cupid, it would seem, had from his well known and well 
stringed bow hurled his missile of love clear through their 
youthful hearts; and Father Hymen had already taken them 
under his care and contro] and was skillfully directing their 
ships. In view of their promises, and a father’s threats, they 
were determined to have each other though they should have 
to leave parents and kindred ; bid adieu to companions and all 
_ the scenes of childhood with their beautiful native isle, and 
go beyond the bounds of civilization and dwell with the forest 
men, or alone. For this they made arrangements as Mary’s 
father remained unyielding, and provided themselves with 
stores and things the most needful as secretly as possible, and 





under the covert of night conveyed them to their boat, left in. 
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a by place, provided by John for this occasion. This done . 
and having pledged constant love and fidelity to each other, 
somewhat after the Quaker order, they, late in the night, 
stepped on board their frail bark and put to sea headed for 
the western sky, and e’er the sun had streaked the eastern 
horizon with its first approach of light they were far from the 
gaze of friends and native home. They coasted along the 
shore at a safe distance till they reached the point of land 
since known as Watch Hill, (the celebrated watering place 
and summer resort,) and passing around it they discovered a 
bay, called by the Indians “ Little Narragansett,” and a river 
emptying into it called by the natives “Pawcatuck,” or “ Big 
River,” and as night was approaching they concluded to enter 
and pass up in pursuit of a good landing place, where they 
might stop and pass the night with safety, either in their boat, 
or near the bank of the river. Fortunately when about two 
miles from its mouth they espied on the east side a small cove 
into which emptied a brook called “ Massatuxet”’ by the forest 
men. Thus giving name to the cove and also to lands adja- 
cent which they still retain. Into the mouth of this brook 
they pushed their little bark, and e’er the sun had set behind 
the forest clad hills they had safely landed, and once more 
stood upon solid ground; and while preparing for a night’s 
lodging they were discovered by the redmen of the forest, and 
were peaceably met, and kindly invited to their wigwams, 
and made welcome to their coarse Indian fare till they could 
better provide for themselves. They were much pleased at 
the arrival of their pale-faced cousins, and invited them to 
settle with them, and look no further for a settlement, prom- 
ising John land, and help to build him a house, which they 
accordingly did, and let him have their cleared lot adjoining 
the cove where they raised corn and beans for succotash (of 
which the Indians are so very fond) to set his block house ~ 
upon, and continued to take unwearied pains to make the 
youthful couple contented with their wilderness home. The 
pipe of peace mutually smoked in the wigwam on the memor- 
able night of their landing never ceased to glow; but perfect 
harmony and friendship ever existed between them, and the 
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tribe was ever partial to this Babcock family, which was of 
much benefit to them, and also to their relatives during the 
Indian wars, as they lived without fear and molestation these 
long, and to Mary’s parents anxious years had passed, and their 


fate or whereabouts, remained still a secret, though numerous | 


enquiries of traveling Indians had been made to no effect. 
But at last when worn with grief and self-reproach for having 
thus treated their child, they were so fortunate as to meet an 
Indian coming from the western part of the Narragansett 
Country to Newport to trade; who, in answer to Mr. Lawton’s 
enquiry, said there was a young white couple in Misquamicut, 
which, from the Indian’s description, he verily believed to be 
John and his daughter Mary. He immediately made ready 
for the journey, hired the Indian to pilot him through the 
wilderness to the home of John and Mary. On his arrival, 
he found them well, comfortable and contented, with an ad- 
dition of two to their family. We need not undertake to 
describe the joy of the father on meeting his only and pet 
daughter, once the light and pride of his household, whom, 
he had begun to think, had fallen a victim to savage ferocity, 
or been torn in pieces and devoured by wild beasts of the 
forest. Mary’s father’s visit was short, though joyful, as he 
wished at once to inform his wife and friends of his good 
success, and thus relieve their great anxiety. But while he 
stayed he used his utmost endeavor to persuade them to leave 
their wilderness home and Indian society, and return again 
to Newport and the bosom of their friends. But all argu- 
ments and offers failed to move them, choosing rather to re- 
main where they were and make a society for themselves ; 
and well has it proved for Westerly that they did not leave, 
as they laid the foundation of a flourishing settlement. Nine 
of their ten children married and raised large families, and 
have been among the most virtuous, wealthy and useful, doing 
much to shape the destinies of the town politically and reli- 
giously. In the cause of education they took the lead and 
still hold it. John, once the poor farmer boy, at his death in 
1685, was the richest man in Westerly, worth enough to have 
bought out a dozen such men as his aristocratic father-in-law. 
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A LIST OF THE MARRIAGES OF WESTERLY. 


Taken from the Ist and 2d Books of the Genealogical 
Records in the Town Clerk’s Office. 





(CONTRIBUTED BY THE EDITOR.) 





(Continued from page 60.) 
G, 
Gavitt Hannah, and Immanuel Case; Dec. 3, 1714. 
“Ezekiel, and Amie Babcock; m. by Theodoty Rhodes, 
J. P., Aug. 9, 1732. 
“Mary, ane William Lewis; Oct. 10, 1733. 
“Prudence, and William French; Mar. 1, 1738-9. 
“ Benajah, and Lois Pendleton; m. by Rev. Joseph 
Parks, Sept. 7, 1746. 
Gifford Catherine, and Hezekiah Collins; Nov. 6, 1735. 
Greenell Daniel Jun., and Jane Lewis, of Israel, at S. K.; m. 
by Rouse Helme, Ass’t, May 21, 1727. 
Greenman Silas, of Stonington, and Anne Babcock, of Wes- 
terly; m. by Rouse Helme, Ass’t, Mar. 23, 
1730-1. 
“ Garthrot, and Thomas Edwards; Nov. 1, 1742. 
Greene Benjamin, and Eleanor Randall; Mar. 19, 1714. 
« Phebe, and Thomas Wells; Sept. 22, 1717. 
“© Sarah, and Joseph Hiscox; Mar. 24, 1739. 
Griffin William, and Abigail Burdick; m. by John Richmond, 
J. P., Feb. 9, 1726-7. 


H. 


Hadfall Rachel, and Obadiah Pendleton; June 4, 1736. 
“ Thankful, and Ichabod Eagleston; June 27, 1736. 
“© Sarah, and Samuel Hill; Dec. 3, 1738. 
Hall James, Jun., and Rachael Meekcome; m. by Peter Cran- 
dall, J. P, , April 17, 1721. 
“ Benjamin, and Lydia Hall; m. by Theo. Rhodes, J. P., 
Jan. 6, 1726-7. 
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Hall Lydia, and Benjamin Hall; Jan. 6, 1726-7. 
“ Mary, of Edward, and Thomas Adams; Nov. 23, 1782. 
“ Hannah, and Israel Sytles; April 10, 1735. 
“© Rachel, and James Brand; Mar. 11, 1735-6. 
“¢ Sarah, and Simeon Tucker; May 1, 1787. 
“ Rachel, and James Brand; Aug. 10, 1737. 
“ Henry, and Ann Crandall; m. by Elder John Maxson, 
Sept. 6, 1742. 
“¢ Joan, and Thomas Kimber; Nov. 7, 1748. 
“ Anna, and Nathan Meekcome; Dec. 23, 1743. 
“© Mercy, and John Enos; Dec. 26, 1743. 
Hasell Joseph, and Rachel Crumb; m. by Peter Crandall, J. 
P., Nov. 10, 1715. 
Hazelton Jarvis, and Barberry Barker; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Jan. 21, 1735-6. 
Hern William, and Mary Lewis; m. by Elder John Maxson, 
Oct. 26, 1742. 
‘Dorothy, and Simeon Brown; Mar. 1, 1742-3. 
Hill Hannah, and Cristopher Champlain; April 22, 1730. 
“© Mary, of Josias, and Ebenezer Lamb; July 26, 1782. 
“ Samuel, and Sarah Hadfall; m. by Wm. Hern, J. P., 
Dec. 3, 1738. 
“¢ Samuel, (negro), and Anna, (anulatto), m. by Wm. Hern, 
J. P., Oct. 21, 1740. 
‘© Ebenezer, and Thankful Culver; Sept. 10, 1744. 
Hiscox Thomas, of Newport, and Bethiah Clarke, of Wes- 
terly; m. at W. by Elder Joseph Parks, Oct. 31, 
1708. 
‘¢ Ephraim, and Abigail Saunders; m. by John Rich- 
mond, J. P., Oct. 29, 1733. 
“© Edith, and Joseph Crandall; May 2, 1786. 
“ Hannah, and Jonathan Rogers; Oct. 26, 1737. 
“¢ = Joseph, and Sarah Greene; m. by Elder John Max- 
son, Mar. 24, 1739. 
“ William, and Content Babcock; m. by Elder Joseph 
Maxson, Dec. 22, 1742. 
Holmes Bethiah, and Benajah Billings; Mar. 24, 1739-40. 
7 
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Holway Celinda, and James Congdon; May 2, 1732. 
Hubbard Bethiah, and Joseph Clarke; Nov. 16, 1664. 
« Thomas, of Boston, and Lydia Ray, of Westerly; 
m. by Rev. Joseph Parks, May 7, 1747. 
Hull Joseph, and Elizabeth Richmond; m. by Theodoty 
Rhodes, J. P., Nov. 11, 1781. 


I. 
Irish Johannah, and Edward Robinson; Oct 11, 1708. 
“Mary, and John Robinson, Aug. 23, 1733. 
“ Elizabeth, and Caleb Foster; Sept. 24, 1735. 


J. 
Jagers Sarah, and Joseph Stewart; Sept. 6, 1732. 
Johnson Joseph, and Mary Lanphere ; m. by Elder John Max- 
son; June 18, 1739. 
a Gideon, of Westerly, and Sarah Downing, of Block 
Island, at do.; m. by Samuel Rathbone, D. W., 
Oct. 23, 1748. 
Justus Lydia, and Elisha Lewis; Nov. 30, 1740. 
K. 
Kenyon Peter, and Naomi Wells; m. by Theo. Rhodes, J. P., 
Sept. 15, 1726. 
“ George, and Anna Lewis; m. by Elder John Maxson, 
June 16, 1741. 
‘ — Damarias, and James Crandall; Feb. 27, 1742. 
Kimber Thomas, of New Haven, (sailor,) and Joan Hull, of 
Westerly; m. by William Hern, J. P., Nov. 7, 
1748. 
King Mary, and John Palmer; Mar. 17, 1750-1. 
L.. 
Lake Jeremiah, and Thankful Palmister; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Apr. 1, 1737. 
Lamb Ebenezer, and Mary Hill, of Jarvis; m. by John Rich- 
mond, J. P., July 26, 1782. 
Lankford Ann, and John Lewis (fuller,) June 3, 1741. 
Langworthy Ann, and Joseph Crandall; Feb. 15, 1715-16. 
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Langworthy Samuel, and Mary Crandall; m. by Elder John 


iT 


Maxson, Aug. 7, 1736. 
Mary, and Nathan Lanphere; June 22, 1739. 


Lanphere Theodosius, and Rachel Corey; m. by Peter Cran- 


dall, J. P., Jan. 22, 1707-8. 

Sarah, and James Corey; Mar. 21, 1708. 

Elizabeth, of George, and James Pendleton; Jan. 
12, 1709-10. 

Experience, and John Satterly ; Jan. 5, 1726-7. 

John, and Elizabeth Foster; m. by John Rich- 
mond, J. P., March 3, 1727-8. 

Anna, and John Lanphere; July 24, 1730. 

John, and Anna Lanphere; m. by Theo. Rhodes, 
J. P., July 24, 1730. 

Daniel, and Cattron Presser; m. by John Rich- 
mond, J. P., Jan. 24, 1730-1. 

Joshua, of W., and Zerniah Ellis, of Stonington ; 
m. by John Richmond, J. P., Oct. 17, 1734. 

Abigail, and Joshua Burdick; Dec. 25, 1784. 

Patience, and Ichabod Presser; Nov. 26, 1735. 

Mary, and James Corey ; Jan. 21, 1738-9. 

Mary, and Joseph Johnson ; June 18, 1739. 

Nathan, and Mary Langworthy ; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, June 22, 1739. 

Nathaniel, and Prudence Cottrell; m. by William 
Hern, J. P., July 7, 1748. 


Larkin John, and Sarah Tucker; m. by Theo. Rhodes, J. P., 


June 15, 1726. ° 


Mary, and Moses Barber; Apr. 9, 1729. 
Roger, and Rebecca Tucker; m. by Theo. Rhodes, J. 


P., Mar. 19, 1730. 


John, and Mary Maccoon; m. by do., July 24, 1730. 
Joseph, and Johannah York; m. by do., July 24, 1730. 
Samuel, and Elizabeth Crandall; m. by John Hoxsie, 


J. P., Jan. 21, 1734-5. 


Rebecca, and David Lewis; Aug. 28, 1734. 


Lawton Mary, and Sanford Noyes; Nov. 24, 1738. 
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Lester Elizabeth, and Trustum Billings; Sept. 10, 1740. 
Lewis Ann, and William Ross; Apr. 18, 1711. 
“¢ John, (of James,) and Tacy Crandall; m. by Joseph 
Hall, J. P., Mar. 3, 1717. 
“© John, Jun., and Mary Burdick; Mar. 12, 1718. 
“¢ Israel, and Mary Mash; m. by Joseph Hall, J. P., Mar. 
27, 1718. 
“ Israel, and Bathsheba; m. by Christopher Champlain, 
J. P., June 30, 1720. 
“¢ ~=John, and Anna Clarke, Nov. 24, 1720. 
«¢ Jane, of Israel, and Daniel Greenell, Jun.; May 21, 
1727. ‘ 
“¢ Mary, and Nathaniel Lewis; Nov. 13, 1729. 
‘¢ Nathaniel, and Mary Lewis; m. by Theo. Rhodes, J. 
P., Nov. 18, 1729. 
“¢ Joseph, and Mary Lewis; m. by do., Apr. 1, 1781. 
“Mary Lewis, and Joseph Lewis: Apr. 1, 1781. 
“William, and Mary Gavitt; m. by John Saunders, J. 
P., Oct. 10, 1738. 
“ George, and Sarah Lewis; m. by John Hoxsie, J. P., 
Nov. 22, 1738. 
“ Sarah, and George Lewis; Nov. 22, 1733. 
“© Jerusha, and George Brown, Jun.; Apr. 4, 1784. 
“  Bathsheba, and William Bentley; Aug. 1, 1734. 
“David, and Rebecca Larkin; m. by Samuel Wilbur, J. 
P., Aug. 28, 1735. 
“Hannah, and William Crumb; Apr. 25, 1786. 
“ Elizabeth, and John Crandall; June 28, 1738. 
“Thankful, and John Lewis; Jan. 21, 1738-9. 
“ John, and Thankful Lewis; m. by Elder John Maxson, 
Jan. 21, 1738-9. 
“© John, and Margaret Burdick ; m. by do., May 3, 1789. 
“© Esther, and John Crandall; Apr. 19, 1740. 
“ Elisha, and Lydia Justus; m. by Elder Joseph Maxson, 
Nov. 30, 1740. 
“John, (Fuller,) and Ann Lankford; m. by do., June 3, 
1741. 











Marriages of Westerly. 133 


ee 





Lewis Anna, and George Kenyon; June 16, 1741. 
“© Mary, and William Hern; Oct. 26, 1742. 
“Avis, and Hubbard Burdick ; Nov. 1, 1748. 
“© Martha, and John Maxson; Sept. 18, 1744. 
“ Mary, and William Davis; Apr. 24, 1745. 
Lillibridge Thomas, and Mary Woodmansee; m. by Theo. 
Rhodes, J. P., June 12, 1726. 
Lombard Daniel, of Newport, and Deborah Dyre, of W.; m. 
by Elder Joseph Clarke, Sept. 24, 1747. 
Loveless Mary, and Richard Bennett; Jan. 12, 1726. 
« Joseph, and Elizabeth Toms; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Jan. 20, 1728. 
“ Ann, and Solomon Partelow; Apr. 21, 1781. 
M. 
Maccoon Isabel, and Edward Bliven; Oct. 2, 1691. 
a Abigail, and Benjamin Brown; Apr. 6, 1780. q 
“ Mary, and John Larkin; July 24, 1730. 
Mecomber Jonathan, and Sarah Vars; m. by Stephen Saun- 
ders, J. P., Sept. 8, 1765. 
Mash Mary, and Israel Lewis; Mar. 27, 1718. 
Maxson John, and Judith Clarke ; Jan. 19, 1687. 
“ — Dorothy, and Joseph Clarke, Jun. ; Jan. 5, 1692.” 
“ Jonathan, and Content Rogers; May 1, 1707. 
“Elizabeth, and John Davis; Aug. 25, 1715. | 
“« John, Jun., and Thankful Randall; Sept. 26, 1724. 
“ - Content, and James Babcock ; July 7, 1781. 
“Avis, and Samuel Hubbard Burdick; Nov. 5, 1731. 
“ Elizabeth, and Jonathan Wells; Nov. 29, 1734. 
« Jonathan, and Jemima Mumford; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Jan. 6, 1735. 
“ John, of Westerly, and Tacy Rogers, of New London ; 
m. by Elder Stephen Gorton, Oct. 27, 1736. 
“  Bethiah, and Thomas Davis; Jan. 5, 1787. 
“ Content, and Richard Dake; Dec. 4, 1739. 
«Judith, and James Davis; Jan. 10, 1740. 
“ Joshua, and Anna Slack; m. by Elder Joseph Max- 
son, Sept. 20, 1742. 
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Maxson Goodeth, and Nathan Burdick; Oct. 14, 1748. 
“William, and Hannah Reynolds; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Oct. 14, 1748. 
« John, and Martha Lewis; m. by John Lewis, J. P., 
Sept. 13, 1744. 
“¢ Mary, and Joshua Chase; May 12, 1748. 
Meekcome Rachel, and James Hall, Jun.; Ap. 17, 1721. 
od Joseph, and Jemima Ross; m. by John Richmond, 
J. P., Jan. 9, 1784. 
od William, and Patience Allen; m. by Theo. Rhodes, 
J. P., Ap. 2, 1738. 
“ Nathan, and Anna Hall; m. by Elder Joseph Max- 
son, Dec. 23, 17438. 
Minor Deborah, of Ephraim, and Joseph Pendleton, July 8, 
1696. 
Morris Cattron, and Samuel Allen; Aug. 20, 1707. 
Mott Phebe, and Cyrus Richmond; Mar. 27, 1734. 
“ Sarah, of Edward, and William Thomas; July 16, 1788. 
“ Jonathan, and Johannah Page; m. by Stephen Rich- 
mond, Oct. 11, 1740. 
Mulkins Henry, and Abigail Babcock; m. by Elder John 
Maxson, Nov. 4, 1740. 
Mumford Jemima, and Jonathan Maxson; Jan. 6, 1735. 
Munroe Sarah, and Job Taylor; Nov. 18, 1742. 


(To be continued.) 


Hannah Dockray.—This lady, the heroine of the Indian 
love episode, after her capture was banished to Fisher’s Island, 
and died there after a painful illness. The Indian was kept 
a long time in Newport jail, and finally sent to the West In- 
dies. The poets had the affair in rhyme and used to sing it 
to a common air, and even played it on the violin. Mr. Dock- 
ray, the father of the unfortunate girl, forbade it, and sup- 
pressed every copy he could get hold of. He even forbade its 
being written under penalty of his eternal displeasure. 
Whether or no there is a copy in existence to-day we know not. 
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A LIST OF THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS OF 
WESTERLY. 


Taken from the 1st and 2d Books of the Genealogical 
Records in the Town Clerk’s Office. 





(CONTRIBUTED BY THE EDITOR.) 





(Continued from Page 73.) 


G. 
Gavitt Elijah, of Ezekiel; May 28, 1734. 
« John, “ us July 13, 1736. 
“ William, “ “ Nov. 11, 1737. 
“« Amie, “ “ Dec. 1, 1739. 
“Ezekiel, “ " June 15, 1741. 
‘© Hannah, “ " Mar. 8, 1742-3. 
“« ley, “ “ Dec. 5, 1744. 
“ Elijah, “ “ Jan. 6, 1746-7. 
“© Ichabod, “ “ Oct. 30, 1750. 
Greenell Susannah, of Daniel and Jane; July 29, 1728. 
“ Susannah,“ “ “ died June 17, 1733. 
6 George, “ * “ “Mar. 2, 1731-2. 
“ Susannah,“ “ “ 4% Dee. 25, 1788. 
“« Jane, “« «May 80, 1736. 
Greenman Catherine, of Silas and Eunice; Apr. 22, 1738. 
“ iigll, “ “* « “ Apr. 15, 1740. 
“ Anna, .— & © “ Jan. 30, 1741-2. 
“ Elizabeth, “ “ “ Nov. 5, 1744. 
Greene Sarah, of Benjamin and Eleanor; Feb. 28, 1714-15, 
“ Humility, * * Feb. 6, 1716. 
“Eleanor, “ “ “ Mar. 2, 1718. 


“ Benjamin, “ # “ Mar. 2, 1720. 
“ Matthew, “ a * Mar. 18, 1722. 
“« Amie, " * * Jan. 7, 1727. 
“ Caleb, “ “ ad Mar. 21, 1729. 


“ Joseph, “ ” * June 23, 1781. 
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H. 


Hall Sarah, of James and Sarah; Dec. 25, 1698. 
“ Jane, “6  & Aug. 29, 1695. 
“Honor, “ “« «Aug. 14, 1697. 
“  Eliab, « « «Aug. 23, 1699. 
“James, * «6 Sept. 17, 1701. 
“ Joseph, “i 6 6 July 8, 1708. 
“ Mary, " “ & Nov. 10, 1705. 
“ Benjamin, “ “« Nov. 19, 1707. 
“« Amie, “i “« “Sept. 26, 1709. 
“ Jonathan, “ “« Nov. 18, 1711. 
Hall Benjamin, of James and Rachel; Apr. 17, 1722. 
“ David, * © 6 Dec. 11, 1728. 
“ Anna, - “ * May 1, 1725. 
“ Timothy, “ “ od “d Dec. 20, 1726. 
“ James, “ * “ May 11, 1729. 
‘© Amos, . «* * ss July 8, 1781. vb 
Hasell Thankful, of Joseph and Rachel; July 22, 1716. 

‘ha, +«*« «* * id Feb. 4, 1718. 

« Sarah, . + ad « Sept. 17, 1719. 

“« Joseph, “ “ ” « May 17, 1721. 

“« William, “ “ . « Mar. 19, 1728. 

“« James, “ “ ad “ Feb. 4, 1726. 

“« Jemima, “  “ “ “ Sept. 8, 1727. 
Hazelton Barberry, of Jarvis and Barberry, July 27, 1736. 
Hern Dorothy, of William and Dorothy, Feb. 14, 1726. 

“ William, “ * * “© “Sept. 22, 1727. 

“ Samuel, “ “ “ “« Jan. 14, 1730-1. 

“ Elizabeth,“ =“ * “Apr. 29, 1734. ; 

“« Joshua, “ a * “© «Sept. 19, 1788. 

Hill John, = of John; Oct. 3, 1699. 
“ Mary, “6 Feb. 27, 1701-2. 
“ Ebenezer,“ “ and Mercy; March 25, 1733-4. 
“ Tacy, viii i Dec. 17, 1727. 
“ Jonathan,“ “ “ & Apr. 25, 1730. 
“« John, .  * * * Nov. 21, 1734. 
“ David, “ “ “« «Nov. 18, 1736. 


n 
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Hill Josiah, of Ebenezer and Thankful; May 26, 1745. 
* “ * ” “* died Nov. 18, 1745. 
“ Mary, « “ * “ Feb. 27, 1747. 
“ Timothy, “ “ “ “ Jan. 28, 1749. 
“ Josiah, “ “ “ Sept. 18, 1754. 
“ Ebenezer, ‘ «“ “ 6“ Jan. 15, 1757. 
Hiscox William, of Thomas and Bethiah; May 31, 1705. 
“Ephraim, “ e * « June 2, 1707. 
“ Edith, nt ad ” * Sept. 6, 1709. 
“Mary, “ * “ “ July 12, 17138. 
“ Thomas, “ * * “ May 17, 1715. 
« Joseph, “ “ “ * Apr. 22, 1717. 
“ Hannah, “ “ “ * Jan. 22, 1719-20. 
Holway Benjamin, of Benjamin and Penelope; Dec. 80, 1714. 


“© Experience, “ ._ * July 4, 1716. 
“ * * “« died Jan. 21, 1726. 
vay “© Joseph, “ “ “ Feb. 10, 1717. 
‘© Penelope, « “ * Jan. 12, 1719. 
“« William, * “ -& Feb. 18, 1721. 
“Samuel, “ “ * Apr. 8, 1723. 
“© Hannah, «6 “ Dec. 7, 1724. 
« “ “ “« — & died, Dec. 15, 1730. 


Hoxsie Martha, of Joseph and Mary; Apr. 18, 1729. 
“ Gideon,“ “ “« + Dee. 14, 1729. 
‘* hook * * “ * Sept. 14, 1731. 
“« Joseph, “ “ ~~ -* May 8, 1738. 

Hull Sarah, of Joseph and Elizabeth ; Sept. 8, 1732. 


‘“ Trustum, “ “ “ May 28, 1734. 
] ‘“ Hannah, “ “ “ May 13, 1736. 
“Elizabeth, “ “ * Apr. 7, 1738. 
J. 


Johnson John, of Jonah and Mary; Sept. 8, 1709. 
“Ezekiel, of Stephen and Susannah; Oct. 23, 1728. 
“ Stephen, “ “ ” a Sept. 23, 1730. 
“ Elizabeth, “ “ +“ “ Jan. 24, 1732-3. 
“Mary, “ ” “ * May 24, 1735. 


8 
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K. 


Kenyon Martha, of pong May 8, 1725. 


oe 


73 


6 


John, “ Dec. 4, 1727. 

Mary, “ “« July 20, 1729. 
Paine, “ « Apr. 20, 1733. 
Joseph, “ “ Feb. 5, 1736. 

Mary, of Peter and Naomi; Aug. 3, 1787. 


L. 
Lanphere Theodosius, of Theodosius and Rachel; Jan. 31, 
1707-8. 
James, of Theodosius and Rachel; Nov. 22, 1710. 
Joshua, ” os “ Nov. 28, 1712. 
Abigail, “ “ “© Mar. 27, 1715. 
Susannah, “ “ “ Dee. 14, 1716. 
Nathaniel, “ « “Mar. 22, 1718. 
Mary, a " “Dee. 14, 1721. 
Samuel, “ “ “ Dec. 28, 1728. 
Stephen, “ * “Feb. 5, 1725-6. 
Jabez, “ “Mar. 25, 17381. 
Joseph, os «Sept. 20, 1786. 


(14 


Elizabeth, of Seth and Sarah; Aug. 10, 1715. 
Amie, of Richard and Mary; June 22, 1715. 
Lucy, “ “i . * July 3, 1718. 
Esther, “ s . -« Feb. 21, 1720-1. 
Sophia, “ “ . * Oct. 12, 1724. 
Josepha, “ “ + * Jan. 25, 1726-7. 
George, died Oct. 6, buried Oct. 7, 1831. 


Larkin Rebecca, of John (deceased) and widow Rebecca; Oct. 


14, 1761. 
Joseph, of Joseph and Johannah; Feb. 12, 1730-1. 
Joshua,“ “ * “ Aug. 20, 1782. 
John, of John and Mary; May 1, 1781. 
Nathan,“ “ « June 13, 1732-3. 
Daniel, . * “ Dec. 19, 1734-5. 
seid . * “ Oct. 10, 1736. 
Lebeus, “ “ ¢ “ June 5, 1738-9. 
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Larkin Benajah, of Samuel and Sarah; June 18, 1782. 
Lewis Joseph, of John; Oct. 16, 1683. 

“ Sarah, “ “ Aug. 17, 1687. 

“© Mary, “ ‘ May 4, 1689. 
; 3 “ Anna, “ “ Jan. 6, 1691. 
“ Abigail,“  “ May 20, 1693. 
“« John, “ © Jan. 30, 1698. 
“ William,* “ ~~ Feb. 1, 1701-2. 
“ Israel, of Israel and Joanna; June 22, 1695. 
“ Benjamin,“ “ “ % June 8, 1697. 
“ Joanna, “ “ ” “ May 21, 1700. 
‘* ix? * * " July 13, 1704. 
“ Nathaniel,“« “ “ “ Mar. 23, 1706. 
“© Jerusha, of John and Ann; Jan. 11, 1706-7. 
“= Jerusha, of Joseph and Mary; July 13, 1707. 


“Joseph, “ “ Dec. 25, 1709. 
: FB “Thankful, “ * June 15, 1720. 

“ Absolam, “ * Nov. 25, 1724. 

‘“ Hannah, “ * Nov. 21, 1726. 

“ Hannah, of George and Elizabeth; Jan. 15, 1713. 

“ Samuel, “ * Dec. 21, 1715. 

“Mary, “ ws Sept. 21, 1716. 

“« James, “ * Dec. 18, 1719. 

“© Ebenezer, “ * Mar. 18, 1722. 

“  Othniel “ * Apr. 15, 1723. 

“ John, of John, i, and Mary; Apr. 9, 1719. 

“  Elisha,. “ am Dec. 30, 1722. 

“ Mary, “ “ * Jan. 22, 1723-4. 

“Joseph, “ «“ «“ Mar. 2, 1728. 

‘Stephen, of John, (of James,) and Tacy; Apr. 9, 1719. 

“ Joseph, “ “ “© Mercy, second wife; 
Apr. 28, 1721. 

“ Mercy, of John, & “ 73 “ 
July 1, 1726. 

“© Edward, of John, “ “ * ” 
June 19, 1728. 
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Lewis Joshua, of John, (of James,) and Mercy, second wife; 


6c 


iT 


(T4 


Nov. 20, 1729. 
Nathan, of John, 
May 23, 1733. 
Zebulon, of John, 
Sept. 3, 1734. 
Samuel, of John, 
Sept. 15, 1736. 
Amie, of John, 


Jan. 29, 1737-8. 


Penelope, of John, 
Mar. 29, 1739. 

John, of John, 
July ,1751. 


iT4 


(79 


it 


if] 


6c “ c 
iT9 iT9 “c 
oe it oc 
oc “ (73 
oe 6 “cb 
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Elisha, of Israel and Mary; Feb. 4, 1718-19. 
Knock, of Israel and Bathsheba; Oct. 13, 1720. 
Jonathan, of John and Anna; Aug. 21, 1721. 


John, * 
Avis, “ 
Anna, " 
Kezia, * 
Joshua, al 


66 


T4 


ce 


ee 


66 


Apr. 18, 1723. 
Aug. 8, 1725. 

Nov. 13, 1727. 
June 12, 1730. 
May 18, 17383. 


Ezekiel, of William and Mary; Dec. 16, 1723. 


William, “ 
Prudence, “ 


Sarah, sad 
Mary, “ 
Annie, “ 


Hannah, 


6c 


Apr. 8, 1725. 
Apr. 2, 1727. 
May 15, 1781. 
Sept. 26, 1733. 
May 31, 1735. 
Mar. 1, 1737-8. 


Benjamin, of John and Ann; Jan. 24, 1748-9. 
Amos, of Nathaniel and Mary; Apr. 29, 1731. 


Nathaniel, <“ 


Mary, i 
Jean, " 
Rhuhamah, “ 
Elijah, “ 
Mary, “ 


“ 


it4 


‘74 


iT9 


(73 


“ 


Feb. 28, 1732-3. 
July 31, 1735. 
June 22, 1787. 
Oct. 7, 1789. 
Oct 11, 1741. 
July 10, 17438. 
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Lewis Israel, of Nathaniel and Mary; Sept. 15, 1745. 
“ Elizabeth, of Joseph, Jun., ane Mary; July 18, 1731. 


“« David, “ * Nov. 12, 1733. 
“Joseph, * * “ Nov. 25, 1735. 
al “ Oliver, “ “ “ Sept. 23, 1738. 
“© Esther, * “ “ Mar. 2, 1741. 
“ Betsey, “ ” " July 28, 1744. 
“Mary, “ “ ¥ July 24, 1747. 
“ Peleg, * * “ June 2, 1749. 
“ Bethana, of Elisha and Dorcas or Tabitha; Jan. 7, 
1745. 
“Mary, 4“ 6 “ Nov. 3, 1746. 
‘Joseph; died Sept. 23, 1751. 
M. 
Maxson Judeth, of John and Judeth; Sept. 23, 1689. 
a “Mary, “ " Oct. 26, 1691. 
" “ “ “ died, Mar. 16, 1692. 
“  Betniah, “ a July 31, 1693. 
“ Elizabeth, “ “ Nov. 7, 1695. 
“ Hannah, “ “ June 13, 1698. 
“« John, “ “ Apr. 21, 1701. 
“ Dorothy, “ * Oct. 20, 1708. 
« Susannah,“ “ Oct. 19, 1706. 
«Joseph, “ * Dec. , 1709. 
“ Avis, “ “ Dec. 27, 1712. 
“ Joseph, “ * died, Dec. , 1710. 
« Joseph, Jun., Mar. 10, 1692. 
| “ — Bethiah, ( ) wife of Joseph, Jun.; July 31, 
1693. 
“© Bethiah, of Joseph, Jun., and Bethiah; Oct. 19, 1716. 
“6 Mary, “ “ “ Aug. 28, 1718. 
“  Judeth, “ * “ Sept. 17, 1720. 
“Joseph, =“ “ “ Jan. 20, 1722-3. 
“ Zebulon, “ “ “ Apr. 15, 1725. 
“ ‘Susan, * * “ Aug. 25, 1727. 
“Mason, “ “ “© Mar. 6, 1729-80. 
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Maxson Content, of Joseph, Jun., and Bethiah; Dec. 31, 1732. 


66 


(T4 


T5 


ce 


“cc 


(74 





Nathan, “ 


és 


“ Sept. 30, 1736. 


Jonathan, of Jonathan and Content; Jan. 16, 1707-8. 


Content, “ 
Joseph, <“ 
John, " 
Naomi, " 
Samuel, “ 


William, of John, (of Joseph,) and Hannah; Jan. 20, 


Caleb, ad 
Mary, * 
1717-18. 
Amos, * 
1720. 
Joshua, . 
1721-2. 
Isaiah, a“ 
1723-4. 
Goodeth, “ 
1726. 
Tacy, “ 
1728. 
Judeth, ad 
1730-1. - 
Torrey, “ 
1732-3. 
Sylvanus, “ 
1735. 
Hannah. ” 
17387. 
Mary, 
1739. 
Jesse, * 
June 11, 1745. 


Ruth, of John, 
Jan. 31, 1746-7. 


(73 


“ 


19 


cc 
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“ 
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Jan. 28, 1708. 
Jan. 14, 1711-12. 
Mar. 2, 1714. 
May 6, 1716. 
July 20, 1718. 
Nov. 1, 1721. 
Nov. 20, 1728. 


« Mar. 16, 
“ Feb. 1, 


“ Jan. 21, 


“ June 5, 


“ Dec. 15, 
“ Jan. 17, 
“ Jan. 22, 
* May 3, 
“ Dec. 3, 
“ Nov. 23, 


Martha, 2d wife, 


6 iT4 
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Maxson John, of John, Jr., and Thankful; Aug. 27, 1725. 
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“ 
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Moore Stephen, of John; April 20, 1716. 
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Matthew, “ 
David, “ 
Joseph, “ 
Benjamin, “ 
Stephen, “ 
Thankful, “ 
Daniel, “ 
Joel, * 
Eleanor, “ 


(T9 “ 
(73 66 
oc“ “ce 
“ (73 
(T4 ce 
eo (T9 
T9 ty 
T4 : 66 
73 (73 


Apr. 27, 1727. 
July 24, 1729. 
Mar. 23, 1731. 
Feb. 21, 1733. 
May 8, 1735. 

July 16, 1737. 
Sept. 25, 1739. 
May 28, 1742. 


Jan. 24, 1748-9. 


Jonathan, of John and Tacy; Aug. 24, 1787. 

“ June 138, 1739. 

* Jan. 24, 1740-1. 
William, of William and Hannah; Nov. 16, 1745. 
Meekcome Joseph, of Joseph and Jemima; Oct. 10, 1735. 


Esther, 
Annie, 


Thomas, 
Elias, 
Peleg, 


Jeremiah, 


Anna, 
William, 


Benjamin, 


Ross, 


iT 


(T9 


19 


iT 


i 


1 


66 


6b 


“ 


Dec. 24, 1737. 
Oct. 5, 1739. 
Oct. 24, 1741. 
Jan. 10, 1748-4. 
Mar. 15, 1745-6. 
Mar. 15, 1745-6. 
June 27, 1748. 
June 16, 1751. 


Joseph, Sen., died, Jan. 22, 1750-1. 


George, “ 
David, “ 


May 28, 1719. 


Sept. 13, 1721. 


Mott Hannah, of Samuel and Hannah; Dee. 30, 1726. 
“ Aug. 9, 1729. 
* Aug. 9, 1729. 
Edward, of Jonathan and Hannah; Dec. 16, 1731. 
Abigail, “ 
Samuel, “ 
Edward, of John; Dec. 15, 1736. 
Mulkins Abigail, of Henry and Abigail; Mar. 21, 1741-2. 


Deborah, “ 
Thankful, “ 


ee 


T9 


(To be continued.) 


Sept. 12, 1784. 
Oct. 31, 1736. 
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THE CONNECTICUT PENSIONERS. 


A list of Soldiers engaged in Philip’s War, in the campaign 
through the Narragansett Country, who received land 


from the Government for their services. 


CONTRIBUTED BY THE HON. RICHARD A. WHEELER, 
Judge of Probate, District of Stonington. 


is well known that Captain George Denison, Captain 

John Stanton, and other prominent men of Stonington 

and vicinity, took an active part as volunteers in the 

Narragansett Indian War. In 1696 the General Court 

of Connecticut granted to them a tract of land six miles 

square, comprising the present town of Voluntown. Believ- 

ing that a list of the names of these men would be interesting 
to your readers I herewith send you a copy for publication. 

At a meeting of the volunteers held at Stonington, July 
1st, 1701, Capt. Richard Bushnell was chosen Clerk to make 
a list of the names of the volunteers, and to make entry of 
all votes as shall be passed by said volunteers. 

At the same meeting above said the company proceeded to 
the choice of a Committee, who are empowered to pass all 
those who shall offer themselves as volunteers, and desire 
their names to be entered accordingly, and the clerk to enter 


no persons’ names as volunteers without the approbation of | 


the Committee hereafter named, or the major part of them. 
The persons made choice of to do the above said work are 
Lieut. Thomas Leffingwell, Lieut. James Avery, Sergt. John 
Frink, Richard Bushnell, and Deacon Caleb Robes. 

A list of the names of the English volunteers in the late 
Narragansett War is as follows: 
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Maj. Edward Palmer, 
Capt. Geo. Denison, 


—_Maj. Wait Winthrop, 


Rev. James Fitch, 
Sergt. John Frink, 
Capt. James Avery, 
Capt. John Stanton, 
Rev. James Noyes, 
Rev. Moses Noyes, 
Capt. Ebenezer Johnson, 
Sergt. Moses Johnson, 
Nicholas Cottrell, 
Lieut. Thomas Miner, (dee’d) 
John Hull, 

James Avery, 

John Avery, 

Thomas Avery, 
Joshua Baker, 

John Wickwire, 
Ephraim Colver, - 
William Potts, 
Edward Colver, 
Samuel Yeomans, 
John Lewis, 

John Fish, 

William Williams, 
George Denison, 
William Denison, 
Nathaniel Beebe, 
Henry Stephens, 
Edmund Fanning, 
Thomas Fanning, 
John Bennett, (deceased), 
Philip Bill, * 
William Burnett, 


Thomas Rose, 
9 


Richard Smith, 
John Smith, 
Francis Smith, 
Moses Huntley, 
Henry Bennett, 
Harry Peterson, 
Samuel Stephens, 
Henry Hall, 


~ William Champlin, 


Capt. Pendleton, 
Daniel Connit, 
John Pameter, 
Samuel Roger, 
Daniel Relsin, 
John Mintor, 
John Stephens, 
Ebenezer French, 
John Griswold, 
Nehemiah Smith, 
John Wheeler, 
Nath. Hayden, (deceased), 


Joseph Hull, ‘ 
Samuel Sheather,  “ 
John Charles, * 
Samuel Frisbee, + 
John Plant, ” 
Samuel Fox, 

Jacob Joy, 


Clement Miner, 
William Pendall, 
Daniel Stubbins, 
John Hough, 
Samuel Roberts, 
Joshua Abell, 
Thomas Rood, 
William Knights, 





ee 
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Philip Bill, 

Deroy Springer, 
Ezekiel Maine, 
William Wheeler, 
Thomas Worstee, 
Gersham Palmer, 
Jonathan Armstrong, 
Samuel Stanton, 
Daniel Stanton, 
James Morgan, 

John Keene, 

John Latham, 

John Waterhouse, 
Joseph Morgan, 
Nathaniel Park, 
William Douglass, 
Manasseth Miner, 
James Willett, 
Joseph Stanton, 
Aaron Stark, (deceased), 


John Stark, ad 
James York, sad 
Thomas Bell, " 


Richard Bushnell, 

Samuel Lathrop, 
Soloman Tracy, 

John Willey, (deceased), 
Samuel Tubbs, “ 
Robert Park, 

Peter Spicer, 

Jonathan Rudd, 

Richard Cork, (deceased), 


Thomas Park, is 
Henry Elliot, * 
Thomas Bliss, “ 


Isaac Wheeler, “ 


Matthew Jones. 
Thomas Williams, ’ 
Joseph Waterhouse, 
Richard Dart, 
Samuel Hough, 
William Hough, 
Abel Moir, 
Jeremiah Black, 
John Plumb, 
Thomas Hungerford, 
John Packer, 
Samuel Packer, 
Nathaniel Holt, 
Robert Lord, 

John Wollis, 
Richard Smith, 
Edward DeWolf, 
Aaron Huntley, 
James Murphy, 
Robert Holmes, 
Daniel Comstock, 
George Chapell, 
Thurston Reinard, 
Hugh Rowland, 
John Lathrop, 
James Welch, 
Daniel Clark, 
Edward Shipman, 
Joseph Ingraham, 
Joseph Colver, ~ 
William Billings, 
John Shaw, 
Stephen Richardson, 
James Danielson, 
Roger Overy, 
Ebenezer Billings, 
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Peter Cross, 
Jonathan Jennings, 
Caleb Fobes, 


~~ John Gallup, 


Nathaniel Chesebro, 
Ephraim Miner, 
Joseph Miner, 
Samuel Miner, (deceased), 
John Ashcroft, ” 
Joshua Holmes, 
Daniel Tracy, 
Edmund Fanning, 
William Roberts, 
John Denison, 
Matthew Griswold, 
Richard Lord, 


Jonathan Burtch, 
William Johnson, 
Samuel Richards, 
Thomas Brand, 


~William Champlin, 


John Babcock, 
Edward Larkin, 
Daniel Shaw, 
Thomas Reynolds, 
William Lees, 
John Larabe, 
Joseph Northrup, 
Robert Old, 
Walthan Gillot, 
John Somes, 
Samuel Fish, 





Stephen DeWolf. 


At a meeting of the volunteers held at Stonington July 2, 
1701, the Company granted Capt. Samuel Mason an equal 
share or interest with them in that tract of land granted to 
them by the General Court. 


MANUFACTURING AT Biscuit Ciry.—Manufacturing com- 
menced here about 1812 on spinning cotton yarn by a stock 
company. The stockholders changed their stock quite fre- 
quently, until finally, about 1818, they sold out to Joshua and 
Rouse Clarke, who turned their attention to the manufactur- 
ing of carriages, and made the first light carriages that were 
made in this part of the State. This business was continued 
many years. After the death of one of the partners, Mr. S. 
S. Harley purchased the property and continued the business, 
and put in a grist mill. Finally Mr. Harley abandoned the 
carriage making, and depended upon the grist mill alone, 
which is even now continued though under a different man- 
agement. The water power here is very limited, and this no 
doubt has materially affected the success of manufacturing. 
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TOWN CLERKS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY. 


Kincs Towne anpD Nortu Kinestown.—Contributed by 
Hon. John B. Pierce, Town Clerk of North Kingstown. 

The old records were very badly damaged by fire, and this 
fact must account for the terms of the town clerks not being 
more precisely given. We believe, however, that we have 
named every one who has held the office in our town. 

Samuel Fones and John Fones were clerks under the pro- 
prietors, and perhaps none others were employed for this pur- 
pose so long as the proprietory lasted. Forward-we find. 


Andrew Willett, 1700. 

Ephriam Bull, 1701. 

Andrew Willett, 1703. 

Samuel Fones, Mar. 17, 1703-4, to Ap. 11, 1715. 

Frances Willett, July 11, 1715, to 1736. 

Immanuel Northup, 1736 to 1739. 

Benoni Hall, 1739 to 1748, when he became the first town 
clerk of Exeter. 

Samuel Thomas, 1748 to 1761. 

George Northup, 1761 to 1771, when he died in office. 

George Thomas, Dec. 21, 1771, to June, 1813. 

Jonathan Reynolds, June, 1813, to June, 1836. 

Nicholas N. Spink, June, 1836, to autumn of 1843. 

Samuel Pierce, autumn of 1843, to June, 1860. 

Nicholas N. Spink, from June 5, 1860, to June, 1873. 

John B. Pierce, from June, 1873, and present. 


Souta Kinestown.— Contributed by Hon. John G. Perry, 
town clerk of South Kingstown. 


Robert Hannah, June, 1728, to June, 1736. 18 years. 

Benjamin Peckham, Jun., June, 1736, to June, 1743. T yrs. 

Thomas Hazard, (of Robert), June, 1748, to June, 1747. 
4 years. 

Samuel Gardner, June, 1747, to June, 1748, 1 year. 
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clerk of Exeter. 





Thomas Hazard, (of Robert), June 1748, to June, 1749. i 
1 year. i 
Jeffrey Watson, June, 1749, to June, 1758. 4 years. | 
William Potter, June, 1753, to June, 1779. 26 years. | 
James Helme, June, 1779, to June, 1812. 33 years. | 
Silas Brown, June, 1812, to June, 1827. 15 years. ; 
Thomas R.’ Wells, June, 1827, to June, 1853. 26 years. 
Rouse Helme, June, 1853, to Jan., 1858. 4 years, 7 mos. 
John G. Perry, Jan., 1858, and present. 


Exeter.—Contributed by Hon. Nathan B. Lewis, town 


Benoni Hall, Mar. 22, 1742, to June, 1760. 
Benj’n Reynolds, June 3, 1760, to June 7, 1763. 
William Waite, June 7, 1763, to June 4, 1765. 
George Pierce, June 4, 1765, to June 4, 1771. 
Gideon Mosheir, June 4, 1771, to June 1, 1773. 
Nicholas Gardiner, June 1, 1773, to June 1, 1784. 
Stephen Reynolds, June 1, 1784, to June 1, 1824. 
Gershom Palmer, June 1, 1824, to June 5, 1827. 
Avery Browning, June 5, 1827, to June 4, 1833. 
Thomas Phillips, June 4, 1883, to Ap. 2, 1872. 
E. P. Phillips, Ap. 2, 1872, to June 4, 1872. 
Nathan B. Lewis, June 4, 1872, and present. 


} 
Nore.—Town election first Tuesday in June. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


WEsTERLY. —Contributed by the Hon. Samuel H. Cross, 
town clerk of Westerly. 


May 18, 1669, Joseph Clarke. 
June, 1700, John Babcock. 

June 25, 1702, Joseph Pendleton. 
June 28, 1704, Joseph Clarke, Jr. 
June 27, 1705, Joseph Pendleton. 
June 25, 1706, John Babcock. 
June 20, 1732, William Babcock. 
June 24, 1751, Silas Greenman. 
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June 3, 1760, Joseph Crandall. 
June 1, 1790, Samuel Bliven. 

June 2, 1807, Jesse Maxson, Jr. 
Nov. 17, 1824, Stephen Wilcox, Jr. 
June 1, 1830, Jesse Maxson. 

Nov. 4, 1844, Joseph W. Wilcox. 
June 6, 1848, J. Hobart Cross. 
June 7, 1853, James M. Pendleton. 
June 5, 1855, Wm. E. Parkinson. 
Ap. 2, 1856, Jirah I. Gray. 

Ap. 6, 1859, Samuel H. Cross, and present 


CHARLESTOWN. — From Historical sketch of Charlestown by 
Wm. F. Tucker, Esq. 


William Clarke, from Sept. 4, 1788, to Sept., 1747. 
Joseph Stanton, Jr., from Sept. 4, 1747, to Sept., 1753. 
Robert Potter, from Sept. 4, 1753, to Sept., 1755. 
Joseph Hoxsie, from Sept. 4, 1755, to Sept., 1760. 
John Champlain, from Sept. 4, 1760, to Sept., 1761. 
Gideon Hoxsie, from Sept. 4, 1761, to Sept., 1762. 
John Champlain, from June, 1762, to Nov., 1763. 
Joseph Hoxsie, from Nov., 1763, to June, 1769. 
James Congdon, 3d, from June, 1769, to June, 1772. 
Joseph Stanton, Jr., from June, 1772, to June, 1773. 
James Congdon, 3d, from June, 1773, to June, 1783. 
John Champlain, from June, 1783, to June, 1785. 
Col. Peleg Cross, Jr., from June, 1785, to June, 1787. 
Benj’n Hoxsie, Jr., from June, 1787, to June, 1791. 
Col. Peleg Cross, Jr., from June, 1791, to June, 1817. 
Samuel Stanton, from June, 1817, to June, 1838. 
John Stanton, from June 5, 1838, to June, 1847. 
Wm. H. Perry, from June, 1847, to June 5, 1849. 
Gideon Hoxsie, Jr., from June 5, 1849, to Mar. 24, 1851. 
John Stanton, from Mar. 24, 1851, to June 1, 1852. 
Charles Cross, from June 1, 1852, to Apr. 4, 1881. 
George C. Cross, from Apr. 4, 1881, and present. 
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Ricamonp.— Contributed by Hon. Halsey P. Clarke, town — 


clerk of Richmond. 


Aug. 28, 1747, John Webster, and until June, 1749. 

~ June 6, 1749, William Clarke, and until June, 1750. 
June 4, 1750, John Webster, and until June, 1751. 
June 4, 1751, Simeon Perry, and until Aug. 28, 1754. 
Aug. 28, 1754, Stephen Hoxsie, and until June, 1755. 
June 3, 1755, John Tefft, and until June, 1762. 
June 8, 1762, Thomas Lillibridge, and until June 1, 1777. 
June 1, 1777, Thomas Tefft, and until June 1, 1812. 
June, 1812, Reynolds Hoxsie, and until June 2, 1852. 
June 2, 1852, Halsey P. Clarke, and present. 


Hopkinton. —Contributed by Hon. Edwin R. Allen, town 
clerk of Hopkinton. 


Ap. 4, 1757, Simeon Perry, and until April, 1760. 
Ap. 16, 1760, Joshua Clarke, and until June, 1768. 
June 7, 1768, John Maxson, Jun., and until June, 1774. 
June 7, 1774, Abel Tanner, and until June, 1787. 
. June 5, 1787, Caleb Potter, and until June, 1818. 
June 2, 1818, Christopher C. Lewis, and until June, 1858. 
June 1, 1858, Henry Whipple, and until June, 1867. 
June 4, 1867, Edwin R. Allen, and present. 


First Buriat at Fernwoop.—The first interment in Fern- 
wood Cemetery, (a beautiful little yard on the road between 
Kingston Hill and the railroad depot), was that of Mr. Cy- 
rus French. Mr. French was born in Berkeley, Mass., May 
17, 1756. Was the son of Samuel French of that town. He 
married Susanna, daughter of Capt. Moses Harrington, of 
Grafton, Mass. She was born Aug. 16, 1761, and died April 
11, 1821. They removed from Grafton to South Kingstown 
Dec. 4, 1791, and Mr. French died here June 10, 1826. His wife 


who had died before, was removed and placed beside him in 
Fernwood. 
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HISTORICAL NOTES. 


THE OLD Grist MILL at PERRYVILLE.—The old grist mill 
of the Perrys’ stood close beside the pond. The trench was 
lengthened out and the present mill built by Wm. T. Brown- 
ing. It has now passed into the hands of W. R. Carpenter. 
The old mill was built about 1700, as mention is made of it at 
that time in the old records. It was said to be haunted and 
many stories to that effect were told. 





A Hauntep Piace.—The old people delighted to spin weird 
stories about ghosts in the vicinity of the Friends meeting- 
house, at Perryville. Our inquiries fail to find any one who 
had seen anything to confirm these suspicions. 





CoMMENDABLE TuriFrt.—In the Matoonic District many of 
the small farmers are fishermen, and have in this way accu- 
mulated a small fortune. Fishermen are proverbial for their 
carelessness of earnings. This thrift and economy proves that 
fishing can be made as honorable and as respected as any oc- 
cupation. 





Tue PavatinE Licut.—Mr. R. F. Gardiner, now near 90 
years of age, says he has seen the Palatine light and it ap- 
peared to him like a ship on fire. A few days after he had 
seen it there was a terrible southeast gale. He has seen it 
three times in his life. Mrs. George S. Rathbone says she 
saw it in the summer of 1880 and thought it was an electric 
light on board of a steamer, and never would have thought 
different had she not seen Mr. Joseph P. Hazard’s article on 
the subject in print. As to how it looked she said it resembled 
a burning ship low down on the horizon. A southeast gale 
followed the visitation. This is in harmony with the state- 
ments of others on the subject, who speak of southeast gales 
following its appearance. There have been years in which no 
appearance of this light has been observed. A southeast gale 
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always follows its appearance of more or less severity. This 
is indeed a strange phenomena and well may engage thought- 
ful persons. The fact is apparent. The question now remains 
to demonstrate the cause of it. 





SITE OF THE OLD Barber House, Souta Kincstown.—The 
old Barber house stood on a knoll northeast of the house where 
Mrs. Luke Clarke now lives, on the west side of Barber’s pond. 
Nothing but a small pile of stones now mark the spot. This 
spot marks the site of the settlement of the first Barber fam- 
ily in Narragansett. 





Sire OF THE DANIEL SHERMAN House.— This house stood not 
far from a great pine tree. The wreck of the chimney is still 
plainly seen. This house we should say was not far from a 
mile east of Usquepaug village on a road leading to Kingston. 
Mr. Sherman was a prominent man in his day, and a member 
of the town council many years. The council met here many 
years. He kept a tavern, we are told, known as the “Pine 
Tree Tavern.” 





ANECDOTES OF “NAILER Tom.”— Nailer Tom was a staunch 
Friend of the old school and William Jenkins favored pro- 
gression. In passing opinions upon the subject in meeting the 
“Nailer” said to Mr. Jenkins: “The children of Israel when 
in the wilderness found they could not go forward, and they 
at once began to look around for the cause. They found it 
was because there was a wedge of gold in the camp, and that 
first it must be got rid of. That, brother, is the matter with 
us to-day. There is a wedge of gold in the camp and we must 
get rid of it, if we would walk forward in the simplicity of 
Jesus.” ‘Nailer Tom” did not like to be interrupted in meet- 
ing while he was talking. Mr. Wm. A. Robinson tried this 
once with the following result: The Nailer fixed his eye upon 
him and motioning with his finger said, “Sit down, William, 
sit down; thee has said already far more than thy capacity 
will warrant thee in saying.” It is needless to write the 
brother sat down. 


10 
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Anrcpote oF Dr. WILLIAM G. SHaw.—Dr. Shaw was a 
very eccentric character and many are the stories told of him. 
When the modern Advent doctrine under the lead of William 
Miller and his disciples raged through Narragansett, Wickford 
was not exempt. Many sermons were preached and converts 
made. After one of these meetings a convert, filled with the 
great importance of the subject, met the old doctor who in- 
quired of him the news. The convert thought this a good 
opportunity to tell him. He therefore told him that Christ 
was coming and would make all things new; and he would 
have preached the old doctor a lesson had the doctor not cut 
him short in his own blunt, peculiar way. Giving his head a 
well known cant, and grunting out in a manner potent with 
himself, said: “Glad to hear it; glad of it, for the devil has 
been here long enough.” 





ExisHa Watson’s Start In Lire.— Mr. Watson by great 
economy had accumulated the sum of fifty dollars, with which 
he went to Newport to buy a hogshead of rum and other things 
needful to set up his grocery. Unfortunately he lost it. He 
told Mr. Benjamin Brown his story, and that gentleman kindly 
lent him the like sum. With this he made his purchases. 
His profits soon enabled him to pay off the loan and increase 
the stock in his store, so that in time, being successful, he be- 
came very wealthy. 





EARTHQUAKES IN EXETER.— In one of the town clerk’s books 
we find the following inscribed on the inside of the cover. 
% Nov. 18, 1755. About four o’clock in the morning was felt 
a very severe shock of an earthquake to such a degree as to 
shake the tops of chimneys down, and about half an hour af- 
terwards another shock was felt. Nov. 22, 1755. About 9 
o’clock P. M., another small earthquake.” 

“Oct. 23,1761. Some time in the evening a violent storm 
of wind and rain, by which fences, trees. haystacks, and also 
divers buildings were thrown down.” 


AVY 
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GENEALOGICAL AND EDITORIAL NOTES. 





THe Vars FamMiLy.—We are pleased to announce that N. 
B. Vars, Esq., of Coventry Centre, R. I., is engaged in pre- 
paring a genealogy of the Vars Family. The gentleman has 
indeed chosen a family that will compare favorably with 
others. We trust every member of his family will consider 
it a point of honor to give him the information sought. We 
shall be ever pleased to help on the research and the gentle- 
man can have the use of our pages for inquiries and in any 
way to aid him. This family history we shall dearly love 
to see written. 





THE GREENE FamILy.—General George Sears Greene, of 
New York, has collected a vast amount of information relat- 
ing to the Greenes of Rhode Island; and in the future will 
publish the same. It will indeed be a grand work, and will 
add another important link to the family history of Rhode 
Island. 





Tue Houpen Famity.—We learn that Frederic A. Holden, 
of the General Land Office, Washington, D. C., has collected 
for publication a mass of information relating to his family. 
It will be beyond doubt a valuable work. 





Corrections.—We wrote Dr. John B. Tillinghast is prepar- 
ing a history of the Tillinghast family. It should read James 
B. We are sorry thus to rob John B. Tillinghast, Esq., of the 
honor thus given him, but we wish to do the correct thing, 
and so give here the genial doctor, James B., the credit that 
is his due. We thank the Doctor for calling attention to this 
matter, and his complimentary notice of our first number. 


On page 75 of our magazine we wrote Cyrus French died 
1726, read 1826. 
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ORIGIN OF THE WORD USQUEPAUG. 


To the Narragansett Historical Register: 
JaMES N. ARNOLD, EDITor. 


Dear Srr:—In your first number, which has just reached us, we notice 
your article on the ‘‘ Origin of Usquepaug,” as follows: ‘‘ Usquepaug, 
or more properly Usquebaug, is an Irish word signifying ‘ water of life.’ 
This name no doubt was bestowed upon the place by some of the early 
settlers who came from Ireland.” 

It may be interesting to your readers to pursue this subject further to 
see for themselves whether the name as applied to a river and also a pleas- 
ant little village on its banks is Indian or Irish. 

Us-que-baugh is an Irish word compounded of wisge, meaning water, 
and bagh, meaning life, and is the name of a compounded liquor. 

That this Irish word might have had some weight in shaping the pres- 
ent pronunciation of the name of the place and river in question may be 
admitted. 

It is not necessary, however, to look outside of the Indian language for 
the derivation of the word. The termination is written by the oldest 
writers pog and paug. The terminations paug, pog, baug, aug, &c., are 
quite common in Indian words in that region and perhaps in other regions 
as will be seen by the following: A-cun-taug a brook, Appo-naug a town, 
Min-a-baug a pond, Py-quaug now Wethersfield, Qwa-ca-taug a neck of 
land, We-ka-paug a stream running into Quon-o-con-taug pond near West- 
erly, Quin-ne-baug a river, &c., &e. , 

By Davell’s deposition given Aug. 1, 1711, it will be seen that Hall’s 
Purchase, in 1696, was called Chep-e-chew-wag or Wato-wos-ke-pog. This 
purchase was bounded on the west by the present Usquepaug River, and 
it is probably the same river that was referred to in 1698 by Joseph Gardi- 
ner, of Newport, in his deed of 1048 acres of land bounded east by 
A-woon-ca-paug to Edward Boss. This land lay west of the river in 
Shenton’s purchase. The pazg is therefore, we conclude, evidently In- 
dian and the A-woon-ca or Waw-wos-ke has been reduced to Usgue, by 
whom or for what purpose it is perhaps interesting to know, yet nowhere 
do we find the termination written baugh, as the Irish word would require, 
even by the most ancient writers. Finally we believe the word is derived 
directly from the undoubted Indian name Wavo-.08-ke-pog, as referred to 
by that ancient and well informed surveyor, Joseph Davell. 


Yours truly, 
J. WARREN GARDINER, 
Exeter, R. I. 


THe New ENGLAND HiIstoricaAL AND GENEALOGICAL REG- 
ISTER.—The editor of this grand historical publication has 
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very kindly sent us the January, April and July numbers of 
this work. We are truly thankful to be thus remembered by 
him, and would say the contents have given us great satisfac- 
tion to read, and we truly appreciate the compliment; and 
wish every New England scholar and historian would make it 
a point of honor of subscribing for this work. It deserves 
and should have the encouragement of every scholar inter- 
ested in New England history. 





Tue Newport HistoricaL MaGazine.—We have received 
the July number of this publication. It has a very interest- 
ing make up, and will no doubt be much valued by Newport 
people. It should be well patronized, and truly deserves en- 
couragement. It has become a valued friend with us, and 
from it we have drawn our inspiration to publish our own 
Register. It will always be a pride with us to stand well 
with this work. The two magazines can and should work 
together, and thus will save in a more enduring form than 
formerly much valuable matter that in the future years will 
be very highly valued by scholars. 





Our Westerty AGENT. —“ Friend,” George Foster, of 
Westerly, has very kindly consented to act as our agent in 
his town, and will in our name solicit subscriptions for this 
magazine. All favors bestowed upon him we shall feel grate- 
ful for. We do not intend this portion of Narragansett to be 
neglected in our work, and we therefore would request our 
Westerly friends and those interested in the history of this 
part of Narragansett to send to us, or our agent, such facts, 
and to copy for us any document that might in their opinion 
be of interest to our people. All contributions will be grate- 
fully acknowledged. 





Dr. McSparran’s Journau.—S. S. Rider, Esq., Providence, 
R. I., is preparing for publication the journal of Dr. McSpar- 
ran. This will be a valuable addition to the history of the 
Narragansett Country. The work should be well patronized. 
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Uppikr’s History or THE NarrAGANSETT CHURCH.—We 
are kindly informed by Mr. Updike’s family that they have 
under serious consideration the plan to republish the above 
history. We hope this may be accomplished in the near fu- 
ture, and we shall be pleased to note in our magazine the pro- 
gress of this work so popular and so valued in Narragansett. 
It is in every way true of this work that— Every Narra- 
gansett family should have a copy.” 





THE GENEALOGICAL RecorD oF CHARLESTOWN.—The Hon. 
George C. Cross, the able and pains-taking town clerk of 
Charlestown, has placed in our hands a Mss. containing a 
complete list of the Marriages, Births and Deaths of his 
town up to the year 1850, as found recorded in his office. 
This Mss. we have arranged and shall print it as soon as 
space will permit. We are deeply indebted to Mr. Cross for 
this valuable favor he has bestowed upon us. 





THE JOHNNY-CakE Letrers.— Mr. Sidney S. Rider, of 
Providence, R. I., has published, in book form, “ Shepard 
Tom’s” Johnny-Cake Letters. These letters make a hand- 
some little volume of over 400 pages. They form some very 
interesting reading, and the many friends of “ Shepard Tom” 
will thank Mr. Rider for his happy thought of preserving 
them in this delightful manner. We have enjoyed many a 
laugh at his droll stories, as they are here told; and in a way 
as only the “ Shepard” can tell them. The work is worthy 
of a liberal patronage, and no doubt will be highly esteemed 
by those who are so fortunate as to purchase a copy of this 
neat and tastily got up edition. Mr. Rider sells his book at 
$1.25 per copy, post paid. 





A DirricuLty In OLD Recorps.—Mr. Ray Greene Huling 
has called our attention to the fact that wrong names are 
given to parties, and he complains of the difficulty of reading 
correctly the old records of Westerly. He says we write “John 
and Isabel Bliven,” and give five children, while his copy 
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reads Edward and Isabel (see page 64), and confirmed by 
the marriage of Edward Bliven and Isabel Maccoon (see page 
52), in the year preceding the birth of first child. The sec- 
ond child we called Edwin, when it should be Edward, &c. 
We are pleased to have these criticisms from one who knows 
the difficulty of rightly reading the old records. We noted 
several mistakes in the records of this nature, and note also 
that in the later books some are corrected. As soon as our 
list is completed we shall commence a new series from the 3d, 
4th and 5th books to bring the record down to 1850, and we 
trust that this second list will be found more correct. We 
have noted that Edwin and Edward are used frequently to 
designate one person. We had one case where the mistake 
was so plain that we wrote Edward. In other cases we let it 
remain as written. As it stands, it seems imperative that 
these records should be re-written. We are doing our part 
towards it, and we try our utmost to read accurately and cor- 
rectly. Of this the reader can rest assured, and he but needs 
to become familiar with our plan of doing the work to be con- 
vinced of the fact. 





Important Papers.—We have had placed in our hands sev- 
eral very important historical papers, and have others in pro- 
cess of preparation. We feel that our work is fast winning 
its way into the confidence and esteem of the Narragansett 
people ; and we are more than satisfied with the research and 
friendly aid from Narragansett scholars. Nothing succeeds 
better than a united effort between editor and readers, and 
this we are pleased to learn is ours. 





A History or WIckrorp.—We take pride in announcing 
that we are preparing, with the aid of others, a series of 
papers illustrating the vicinity of Wickford, the first settle- 
ment of the Narragansett country. We are also happy to 
say our papers will throw a flood of light upon its early his- 
tory, and will be found of more than common interest to our 
readers. 
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Our GENEALOGICAL SKETCHES.—In number three we shall 
commence our series of sketches of Narragansett families 
prepared from our notes, and from those of others who have 
made researches into the earlier history of their families. 


An INTERESTING DiscOvVERY.—We have discovered that the 
maternal ancestors of three of our Presidents, and we think 
one instance of paternal ancestry that have belonged at one 
time in the Narragansett Country. This interesting incident 
we intend to present in full in some future number. North- 
ern Rhode Island is proud of Garfield’s ancestry. We add 
for Southern Rhode Island, Fillmore, Grant and Hayes. 
Our Democratic friends are proud of that old standard bearer 
Douglass. Who says Rhode Island, and particularly Narra- 
gansett, has not produced noble descendants ? 


Paper RELATING TO QUIDNESSETT.—We are happy to an- 
nounce that we will be enabled in future numbers to present 
a series of papers illustrating the history of Quidnessett 
from the pen of a gentleman who has spared no pains or 
trouble in order to obtain a clear and extensive history of this 
part of Narragansett. We bespeak for this interesting com- 
munication a rich treat for each one of our readers. 


Future INTentionNs.—We intend our numbers to be made 
up from the very best that we can obtain. We have decided 
not to illustrate until we have first obtained a safe position to 
do so. We are trying to obtain patronage enough to warrant 
our present size, and this we shall be in a short time able to 
do with our friends’ aid and the influence our enthusiastic 
patrons will exert for us. We are not working for money and 
profit, so much as to do good and to save up the historical 
matter of the Narragansett Country. We are preparing a 
series of illustrations for future numbers to be used as soon 
as we can pay for the extra outlay from the receipts by sub- 
scription. Our course is to be honest, faithful, impartial and 
just. We shall aim to be accurate and shall spare no pains 
to have our work an authority upon. matters relating to Nar- 
ragansett history. 

















ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The next number of this magazine will be ready about December 
1st, 1882. It will contain as near as possible the following table 
of contents. 


LEADING ARTICLES, 


Tue WeEstTERLY Marrraces; N to Y. 


Tue Wester_y Birtus AND Deatus; N to Y. 


THE CHARLESTOWN MARRIAGES. 
Tuomas B. Hazarp’s JournaL; July 1, 1780, to March 31, 
1781. 
V. Tue Scnoot Lanp Deep. Peleg Noyes. 

VI.) Tue Stx Principe Baptists. Eider Richard Knight. 
VII.) SELECTION FROM THE SHERIFF Brown Papers. No. 1. 
VIII. Trapirions of THE Origin or WICKFORD. 

IX. One LIne oF THE GAarpINER Famity. £2. B. Carpenter. 

X. One Line or THE Case Famity. Hon. J. B. Pierce. 

XI. Aw OrteinaL Hyun. Elder William Northup. 
XII. HisrortcaL Notes. 

XIII. = GeNEALOGICAL AND EprroriaAL NOTEs. 


EDITORIALS. 


I. A Puan ror Locau History. 
Il. A Few Worps For THE Country. 
II. A Worp with Our Reapers. 


Beside the above we shall present such other matter as we can 
find room for. 

In number four we shall present a variety of matter of much in- 
terest to our readers. It bids fair to excel those already published. 
It will also contain an index for the volume, and the announce- 


ment for the new volume. 
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